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Open Spaces Strategy Consultation, April  2012 
–Comments from Southwark Living Streets & Southwark Cyclists 

 
General Comments. 
 

• We would like to say how supportive we are of this work. We think that this 
strategy offers real opportunities to improve access to and links between open 
space in Southwark over the next 20 years. All of the comments which we are 
making are within the context of strong support for this work and this draft 
strategy. 

 
Green Links – Hierarchy. 
 

• We propose that the hierarchy of green links and routes proposed in the 
recent E&C SPD is also adopted in the OSS and would be along the following 
lines: 
- Green links which connect one green space to another by extending the 

amount of green between the two. These can form pedestrian pathways 
and woodland edges. These links can improve biodiversity by providing 
habitats and enabling wildlife to move between open spaces. 

- Quiet Green Routes which are lightly trafficked roads and streets used by 
cyclists with trees and other planting designed to slow car traffic and to 
improve and green the overall environment. Creating them can involve 
widening or building out pavements and planting more trees and other 
forms of greenery. 

- Greened Main Roads are often already heavily planted with mature trees. 
In many cases this planting is part of the historic townscape which 
contributes significantly to their character and reinforces the perception of 
them as pleasant and attractive routes.” 

 
Accessibility. 
 

• We would like spaces to be considered as “open” where people use them as 
routes to places, as well as destinations. This is partly because a pedestrian 

journey is likely to be more pleasant going through an Open Space than along 
a road shared with motor vehicles, but also because increasing the number of 
people going through an Open Space is also likely to make it safer. 

• This probably means that two things need to be looked at: 
- Having plenty of entrances and exits from Open Spaces, especially 

those that have fences and gates (e.g. parks and cemeteries). 

- Opening hours should be as long as possible within daylight hours 
– this has a staffing implication, but technological solutions could 
be looked at too e.g. gates with timers on that release the lock at the 
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opening time so that staff do not have to get round all gates at an 
early hour. Southwark’s parks have an official opening time of 
7.30am, closing at 4.30 – 9.30 depending on the time of year. 
Cemeteries, however, open at 8.30am (10 on Sundays) and close at 
5pm or 7pm. An example of where more access and longer hours 
would help provide a good Green Route is Camberwell New 
Cemetery. Residents of South Nunhead have a 25 minute walk to 
Peckham Rye Station or 15 to Nunhead. Walking through 
Camberwell New Cemetery, they could reach Honor Oak Park 
Station in 10 minutes – if the gates were open reliably early.  

• The report refers to Accessibility Standards, relating to how long residents 
travel to get to the Open Spaces they use. Ensuring that all possible entrances 
are kept in use or made available would help reduce the travel time.  

 
Comments on the Sub-Area Strategies. 
 
Elephant & Castle.  
 

• We strongly support the aspiration of residents of Lorrimore Square to give 
protected status to its green space. We would like to see, in addition, the 
creation of a Green Link route between Pasley Park and Kennington Park that 
takes in Lorrimore Square and Forsyth Gardens before reaching Maddock 
Way and the Brandon Estate (and leads straight into Kennington Park). This 
link will be extremely easy to create especially given the funding currently 
available (for CGS) for a safe crossing at Chapter Rd (just SW of Pasley Park). 

• We would like the OSS map (page 55) take into account the Green Link 

(ideally a route for cyclists too) which was created in the E&C SPD between 
Faraday Gardens (St Peters Church) and West Walworth (McLeod St and the 
Sutherland Square HomeZone). 

• We support the aspiration of local residents to increase the protection given to 
Salisbury Row Park so that all of the areas shaded in green in the drawing 
below are considered for designation as Borough Open Space. 
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• We note (page 43) that the area around the E&C has below average levels of 

public park provision and natural greenspace. Whilst this is not easy to 
rectify, we would propose that in the light of falling levels of car ownership 
and usage in this area, opportunities are sought to replace redundant 
carriageway space (in terms of road space and on street car parking which is 
unused) with green space.  

 
Camberwell. 
 

• We feel strongly that links to Lambeth should be encouraged and that both 
Myatts Fields itself and any proposed green links and routes to it should be 
shown. 

• We suggest the following additional green Links/Routes: 
- Green Route - OSS100 (Camberwell Green) to Burgess Park (along 

Lomond Grove) with a safe crossing at Bowyer Place. 
- Green Link –Myatts Fields to Burgess Park (as proposed by the 

People’s Republic of Southwark - (Flodden Road – Councillor Street 
– Redcar Street – Comber Grove – Wyndham Road – Bowyer 
Place). 

- A Green Route running parallel to Camberwell New Road between 
Camberwell Green and Kennington Park. Precise route to be 
discussed but perhaps making use of the fabulous new space which 
has been created at Bath Terrace SE5. 

 
Peckham & Nunhead. 
 

• It would be excellent to get a commitment into the Open Space Strategy about 
use of spaces such as reservoir tops. Honor Oak Reservoir and Nunhead 
Reservoir are owned by a private company, Thames Water, and not the local 
authority, but Thames Water does allow access to other areas e.g. the 
reservoirs near the River Lea. Given the space that they take up and the 
opportunity they represent (see pictures below), some access to them would 
be extremely welcome. 
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Dulwich. 
 
The following comments on the strategy focus on the Dulwich sub-Area, with 
some reference to the Camberwell Sub-Area. 
 
They are made jointly by Southwark Living Streets and Southwark Cyclists. We 
would expect other comments to be made by the Dulwich Society. 
 
1. General 
 
We welcome the tone and content of the draft Strategy, especially the 
significance attached to links to, from and between open spaces. This accords 
well with two initiatives with which we are associated, namely 
(1) the policies for the development of networks of green routes for walking and 
cycling being developed through a Joint (Southwark Council and Southwark 
Cyclists) Steering Group under the chairmanship of Cllr Barrie Hargrove; and  
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(2) the development of a network of Walking and Cycling Routes to schools in 
Dulwich being developed with the support of the Dulwich Routes to School 
Group of parents, carers and schools. (See map below) 
 

 
 
 
2. Green Chain 
 
The extension into Southwark of the Green Chain will create important links 
between open spaces. We hope that funding for its development will become 
available, and we look forward to participating in this development. 
 
1. Potential improvements to linkages identified in the draft strategy 
 

(1) From Grange Lane through to Sydenham Hill Wood This should link 
with the southern end of Cox’s Walk, thus providing a link between 
College Road and Lordship Lane. This could be used by pupils living in 

East Dulwich and attending Kingsdale and other schools in south 
Dulwich. It should be designed for walking and cycling. 

(2) Green Chain from the northern end of Cox’s Walk to Dulwich Park 
(i) Pedestrians need to be able to cross safely the South Circular 

from the northern end of Cox’s Walk near the junction of the 
South Circular and Lordship Lane  
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(ii) The footway along the northern side of the South Circular is 
narrow. Because of heavy and fast traffic on the South Circular 
it is intimidating for walking. It would be improved in security 
and appearance if traditional Dulwich white posts and black 
chains were installed on the carriageway edge of the footway. 

(3) Green Chain link from the southern end of Cox’s Walk to Sydenham 
Hill The barrier at the eastern end of the path to Sydenham Hill needs to 
be made accessible for cycles. (See photo attached at 2). 

 
 

(4) Green Dale (Strategy for Camberwell. This link needs improving.  We 
understand that TfL has allocated £200,000 for this. We have made some 
proposals in a separate document.  

 
3. Other improvements to linkages 
 

(1) Belair Park and Dulwich Sports Ground A path should be provided 
along the western boundary of Belair Park and around the Dulwich Sports 
Ground (crossing Turney Road), as shown in attachment 1. This would 
provide access to Belair Park by off road walking and cycling from 
Dulwich Village and the densely inhabited areas to the north of the 
junction of Giant Arches Road and Burbage Road. 

(2) The path between College Road and Gallery Road needs widening to 
facilitate access between Belair Park and Dulwich Park see photo below: 
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(3) Access to Green Dale and Dog Kennel Hill Open Space and St Francis’ 

Park The restoration of the Pedestrian tunnel under the railway to the  
west of Dulwich Hospital would provide  these and other benefits.  

(4) Access to and through the Velodrome 
The current development of the velodrome site may provide opportunities to 

link open spaces. Unfortunately the former path from the northern side of the 
velodrome to Village Way has been blocked by an extension of the garden of 
the house alongside the railway. It may be possible to arrange with Network 
Rail for a path along the bottom of their embankment to replace the former 
path. (Reference OS 110). 
(5) Graveyard in Dulwich Village at the junction with Calton Avenue 
This open space is not referred to in the Open Spaces Strategy. Its gate is 
permanently locked. Subject to local views, consideration should be given to 
agreeing with the freeholder, The Dulwich Estate, the opening of the space 
during the day, for use as a quiet seating and rest area. This would need some 
protection for gravestones in the manner of traditional village churchyards. 
 

Southwark Living Streets & Southwark Cyclists – 7th May 2012 


