Southwark Living Streets Minutes 19th January 2012

Present: Alastair Hanton; Barbara Pattinson; Bill Jackson; Mark Mihajlovic; Erina Rayner; Val Beirne; Clare Armstrong; Andrew Richardson; Judith Harries
Apologies: Jeremy Leach, Claire Hickson; Barrie Hargrove, Alex Crawford, Poddy Clark

Agenda

Due to an important meeting regarding the Elephant & Castle development, which Jeremy Leach needed to attend, Alastair Hanton agreed to chair the meeting. 

1.Borough & Bankside Area: update on current initiatives.

a) Borough High St Paving: Discussion is on-going between Guys and the council in relation to the scaffolded building, making short, if no progress. The meeting agreed that Cllr. Noakes would attempt put pressure on the council to fast track the planning permission required to take the scaffolding internally – ‘the St Geo Circus solution’ – e.g. hold the building up with picture on the front so that the paving could be improved ahead of the Olympics.

ER to ask Cllr. Noakes to write to TfL and get in writing a commitment to finish the pavement and propose that they should unblock the footway. VB suggested that they could do planting on the hoardings to promote the clean air strategy c.f. Southwark St solution. This would need to be set a foot off the ground, but would be a small contribution to reversing BHS as one of the worst areas in London for poor air quality. 

b) Neighbourhood Plan: Looking at hosting a workshop to create a vision of how Bankside could look at in a few years time. Focus on the Borough tube, Long Lane area– on the border of the two Neighbourhood Plans. Groups to be involved include BOST, Bermondsey group, SLS, Bankside Residents Forum. Consider what are the opportunity sites, how to improve things for pedestrians; look at areas for landscaping, new schools. Include developers in the area who are working on that junction. 

AH asked how would this tie in with the councils planning procedures - would it be a mini SPD? 

CA commented that the Bermondsey group have identified 50 different areas which need improvement and are looking at the space by the church as a benchmark for developing other areas in Bermondsey. 

Development ideas should be sensible, site specific and beneficial; they should also be sustainable.

The project will be called We Are Bankside.
BP Commented that this could make a very good model for visioning the future of Camberwell.

c) Guys plan to build a large new cancer research centre. Need to incorporate traffic implications as a result of the Shard and closure of Stainer and Weston Streets. It was suggested that we invite Karen Sorensen (Head of Policy, Strategy, & Asset Management at Guys) to an SLS meeting. It would need to involve the 3 councillors for Chaucer Ward. There is a need to look at public realm concerns, due to pressure of huge developments from all sides in a very small piece of ground.
d) An approach is being made directly to Maggi Hambling to create the Dickens memorial for the Tabard Space. The Dickens in the Borough group is hoping to have a decision before 7th Feb (Dickens bicentenary) so that it could be announced on the day.

2. Camberwell Business Network's (CBN) data reporting initiative 

CBN is asking for information from the council to help them trade more competitively. There is a request for very detailed information on a per-street basis, so that analysis could be done on specific areas, e.g. the number of resident parking permits. This would aid understanding what residential interest are vis-à-vis high street traders. Do we really need so many resident only areas; who owns the cars; are local interests being represented. CBN needs generic information and statistics e.g. the number of jobs within each ward which are occupied by people who live there. Need to understand that if unemployment is rising faster than the national average, it must be looked at in the local context. Local economy survival depends on allowing local businesses to trade on equal terms.  Other community groups should also ask for the same information.

AH suggested that SLS might poll its email membership list and ask if they support the proposals to have this information published in order to promote it in the wider public interest and encourage other community groups to do the same. The ultimate aim is to demonstrate positive benefits of out-lying areas where there is a thriving community e.g. local shopping/local businesses.

A statement regarding the risks/threats will be sent by separate email, with a request for support.
3. Camberwell Town Centre Improvements; Friends of Camberwell Green.
BP reported that Revitalise – a Southwark-led consultation, has been going on since last November. Focus groups were set up to gather responses and gained a lot of good feedback. An issue for many is levels of parking and the fact that there is an excess of residential parking that can hinder business visitor parking. BP will make the results of the consultation available to the group.

The Farmers Market on Camberwell Green has been a tremendous boon to the area. There is an inaugural meeting of the Friends of Camberwell Green on Monday 30th at St Giles Centre. VB suggested talking to BOST to get their experienced view. Camberwell needs a community hub. The Green is the ‘green heart’, but there is no place for the community to meet.

4. Update on current projects around the Borough (including joint working with Southwark Cyclists & City of London LIP)
The City of London Local Implementation Plan for Transport (LIP) is very much more positive about cycling & walking and in particular aims to make the whole of the City of London 20mph, using their lobbying power and influence.

JL has spent time with Southwark Cyclists in developing a vision for cycling in Southwark – key element is bringing in a network of green routes for cycling & walking. Important thing is that it would link up with 3 key opportunity areas: Bankside to E&C; Camberwell; Peckham. Plan to be presented to leading Southwark councillors next Thursday.  

5. AOB 

BJ – had a meeting with Cllr. Noakes who was sympathetic to the problem of uneven and high kerbed pavements and the fact that very few pavements are suitable for a (motorised) buggy. There is a small amount of money to spend on a project to test possible solutions, but whatever is developed must also extend to appropriateness for disabled people.

There was a request for the chair to ask for post completion review from Barrie Hargrove on the replacement of the Copeland Rd / Consort Rd gyratory.

The next meeting on February 16th will be the AGM.

The meeting closed at 9pm.
