SOUTHWARK LIVING STREETS meeting

November 17th 2011

Present: Jeremy Leach; Craig Stansfield; Barbara Pattinson; Mark Mihajlovic; Clare Armstrong; Judith Harries; Alastair Hanton; Bill Jackson; Erina Rayner; Richard Lee; Steve Crawford.

Apologies: David Noakes, Poddy Clark, Paul Mcdonald, Barrie Hargrove, Alex Crawford, Ann Warren, Val Beirne.

Minutes of October meeting and matters arising:

Bill Jackson’s paper, which was tabled in October, will be the subject of a meeting on 24/11 with Cllr David Noakes and Phil Thompson from Southwark council.

Richard Reynolds has drafted a letter regarding the tree baubles in E&C to start a debate with Council officers and other parties integral to getting the baubles removed.

The chair recorded his thanks to Ann Warren, James Barber & Alastair Hanton for their assistance in closing the SLS branch bank account. 

Point 5 of the minutes (Neighbourhood Plans) should have read: Jeremy Leach is representing SLS in the development of the Bankside NP and Clare Armstrong offered to be the SLS representative in the development of the Bermondsey NP.

Agenda:
Item 1. Elephant & Castle Regeneration – Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)

Guest: Tim Cutts, Transport Planning Policy, LBS 

Formal consultation starts on 27 December 2011 and continues until 7 February 2012.  
E&C SPD is part of planned growth for Southwark. This opportunity area has been identified by the Mayor of London as an area for development in London and will be adopted, therefore, by both LB of Southwark & the Mayor. The plan is to try to set out some over-arching guidance for the area. Details guidance has also been set out for the “character areas”. The key purpose of the document is to update existing guidance (from 2004) primarily for Heygate and the shopping centre/roundabout; and the 2008 recommendations regarding the northern part of Walworth Rd and the Enterprise quarter. There is a need to reassess the transport infrastructure, schools provision and health facilities; and also to update regulations regarding tall buildings. The draft document sets out a vision, which is based on the core strategy for Southwark.  It looks at the key themes of: town centre/shopping; transport; housing; the built and natural environments. 

· Shopping/Town Centre provision is seen as an area for growth, but should include keeping independent and Latin-American businesses. As east 10% of retail floor space must be affordable. Council has expressed the wish to retain locally listed buildings. 35,000sq metres of additional retail space is planned across the whole area. Would prefer to retain as many existing shops as possible. 

· New homes: At least 4,000 in E&C, at least 35% of which should be affordable (50% of these intermediate and 50% properly affordable). 10% of all new housing should be wheel-chair friendly.

· Transport: Need to increase capacity in the Northern Line ticket hall. Agreed with TfL that minimum is 3 additional lifts. Though everyone (including the mayor) would prefer escalators, they are more expensive. Improvements for the roundabout have been identified and the proposal is to remove underpasses and replace with surface level crossings. London Road would be preserved for public transport only in both directions. There is a wish to see better provision for both cyclists and pedestrians, including a network of pedestrian routes.  

· Built environment: The plan looks at specific characteristics in designated areas, in order to identify elements which should be strengthened and reinforced. One of the key things is to look as smaller block sizes which should be more permeable. 

· Public Realm: New developments need active frontages with a better relationship between street and buildings. Areas being considered as potential conservation areas include Larcom St and Elliots Row.

· Open spaces: A network of open spaces will be developed, connecting green spaces and adjacent routes. A planned increase in tree planting will improve bio-diversity. 

· S106:  A development infrastructure funding study, in conjunction with the GLA, looked at the maximum that could be charged. It calculated over a 20-year period how much income could be generated – this income would be prioritised towards upgrading public transport provision. The Council is looking to charge around £15,000 per dwelling unit, a substantial increase on current price of £6,000 charged to developers.  That uplift would go to the three major items mentioned earlier (escalator, roundabout, overland crossings).

Consultation continues until 7th February, including exhibitions in the shopping centre, LSBU and Walworth Rd, and a walkabout on 3rd December. Information will be on the LBS website, and sent to all Community Councils. Indicative costs have been done for St George’s Circus improvements as well as E&C. 

RL asked whether any of the Green Routes could be traffic free and what sort of allocation has been earmarked for Green Routes.

TC replied that the precise routes have not been defined but such things as green walls and roofs are being looked at as a starting point. The Council will seek to increase pedestrian priority, but there is no current aspiration to make these routes car-free.  A link between Elephant & Castle and Burgess Park is an example of the direct style of route anticipated but this would not be car-free.  There will be s106 money for site-specific public realm and public transport improvements, as well as open spaces. Next year's review of project banks will be another opportunity to identify green route funding.

JL asked whether there is an aspiration to introduce 20mph limit across the area, to which the answer was no.

Item 2. Northern roundabout at the E&C (and TfL designs)

JL: National statistics show a very high level of collisions at this roundabout. Surface level crossings are included in the new plan. There is a strong focus on cycle-super-highways, but due to the huge increase of cyclists there have been 16 fatalities already this year in London. There needs to be much more focus on poor safety at roundabouts. London Cycling Campaign is very keen that SLS be seen to be supporting their campaigns for segregated lanes and safe roundabouts. AH attending a vigil on 18th Nov in memory of the 2 cyclists killed recently at Bow roundabout.

The real answer is to get rid of the roundabout altogether and put in a proper cross-roads.

The Council’s aspiration is for developments in the area to be car free except for car clubs and disabled parking. 15% should be allocated for this, as against the 25% Lend lease is requesting. 

Item 3. CGS Bids. Green Links & Filtered Permeability. 

Each community council has approximately £250,000 rather than £300,000 as before. 

AH emphasized the importance of groups working together in order to avoid duplication of effort and the potential waste of money on superficial cosmetic improvements.

CA informed the meeting that this year successful bidders will have the option of managing their project themselves, rather than having it project managed by council officers.  If they choose this option they will have the entire budget allocated to them as a grant and project management fees will not be deducted. The closing date for bids is 6th January 2012 and final decisions will be made by councillors in March 2012.  The implementation clock will start ticking on 1st April 2012 and schemes have to be completed within two years.

BP noted that there are many unfinished projects in Camberwell because no end date was given last time round.

SC made the point that there should be equal emphasis on the Safer element (e.g. painting buildings to make them more visible), not just on greening projects. 

CA has spoken with Cllr Poddy Clark who has suggested she puts in a bid for £15,000 to cover the cost of raised planters in the space adjacent to St George the Martyr church.  This would include the cost of plants and associated materials. 

BP asked whether it is possible to match fund with Olympic legacy funding. AH noted that the Southwark Olympic Legacy Fund had already been allocated.

It was suggested that SLS and Southwark Cyclists draw up a list of streetscape proposals, identifying particular sections of the Green Links and request money for those. Also look at joint work around East Walworth. It’s a short application form and we should put in more than we really want to have a good chance. But it’s important to talk to councillors first and work with other local groups.

Item 4. Bermondsey Neighbourhood Plan.  

CA is representing SLS at meetings of the Bermondsey Neighbourhood Forum (BNF).  They have identified 61 opportunity areas within the Bermondsey neighbourhood which they believe can be improved and developed through joint action between developers, Southwark Council, the community, landowners, and local creatives.  One of the sites they have identified is the new space next to St George the Martyr church.  CA and ER have met with the Vice Chair of the BNF Steering Group to talk through various proposals for this space.  They also discussed KCL’s draft plans for the scaffolded buildings on Borough High Street and the work done by SLS during the last six years relating to BHS. The BNF Steering Group want to do a more comprehensive study of BHS and will use the SLS Vision Document as a starting point.  It will be posted on the Forum website for comment and discussion. 

Item 5. Bankside Neighbourhood Plan. JL to report at January meeting.

Item 6. Camberwell Town Centre Improvements.  

In the middle of big consultation exercise. A lot of community events are planned including Bus on the Green - trying to involve younger people in how they would like to see the area develop. BP will send the Revalitise SE5 poster to attach to the minutes. The council officer assigned to the consultation project is Sally Crew, and it is looking at places around Camberwell town centre, not just the main road.

It was noted that there are no schemes proposed in West Camberwell; almost every scheme involves East Camberwell.

Item 7. December meeting. 

To take place on the evening of Friday 16th; a visit to Exhibition Rd. Meet at South Kensington tube at 7.00pm. We may invite other colleagues (possibly someone from TfL: e.g. Daniel Moylan and Ben Plowden).

Those departing from SE1 will include a pub stop on the way. Jazz and a drink at the V&A will form part of the night out. 360 bus from Elephant goes all the way to South Ken. Remember to bring a camera. 

Item 8. Group Administration - Setting up a new bank account. 

Ann Warren has stepped down as treasurer. 

JL proposed formally that we elect a new treasurer. AH proposed Barbara Pattinson. CA seconded.  JL proposed that we vote and Barbara was elected unanimously.

It was then proposed that Barbara Pattinson and Jeremy Leach be the 2 authorised signatories.

JL proposed that the meeting agree the following as a resolution. 

It was resolved that a banking relationship will be maintained with National Westminster bank plc (the bank) in accordance with this mandate and that:

· The individuals identified as authorised signatories may, in accordance with the signing rules, signed cheques and give instructions for standing orders, direct debits, electronic payments, banker’s drafts and other payments on the accounts even if it causes an account to be overdrawn or exceed any limit.

· Any authorised signatory may give other instructions or requests for information to the bank in relation to the accounts; opening accounts with the same signing rules and authorised signatories; closing accounts; or other banking services or products.

· The bank may accept instructions that do not have an original written signature provided the bank is satisfied that the instruction is genuine and subject to any other agreement the bank may require for those instructions.

· The customer will provide to the bank a copy of its constitution and any amendment to the Constitution, certified as correct by the secretary.

· This mandate will continue until the organisation gives the bank replacement mandate or the organisation passes a resolution changing the signing rules and/or adding or removing an authorised signatory by completing and returning the change of signing authority for in which case this mandate will continue as amended.

This was passed unanimously.

Item 9. AOB
For discussion at the January meeting, Mark Mihajlovic put on notice the Camberwell Business Network's data reporting initiative. Camberwell Business Network has put forward a proposal for the Council to publish a detailed set of statistics on people in the Camberwell area, which is not yet in the public domain.  While initial feedback has been positive from the majority of community groups, some expressed concern that the choice to publish involved balancing the following three considerations: 1) the data publication is a potential violation of privacy; 2) data publication would allow both planners and communities to identify areas with potential for sustainable living; and 3) more data in the public domain could also be said to reinforce the hand of developers by allowing them to identify areas of least resistance and most profit quickly, before the community can present its own vision of how it should develop. This issue will be on the agenda of the January meeting for more detailed discussion.

MM also drew attention to the following link on proposed reforms to BBC London radio which includes cutting back live call-ins. There is undoubted value in community groups protecting the scope for debate and scrutiny on campaigns or issues. This radio station does a lot of local Government features e.g. Barrie Hargrove talked recently about the new recycling facility, and there are regular features on London planning and enforcement. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/news/press_releases/2010/october/nations_radio.shtml
January meeting:  Thursday 19th
Johanna Gibbons to be invited to speak on the London-wide Green Grid and Southwark’s part in that.
Steve Crawford will give JL a list of items for discussion, including A-boards clogging up streets; sorting out hazardous cobbled stone surfacing, Blackfriars Rd safety issues.
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