Southwark Living Streets – 

Meeting Thursday 15th September 7pm - 56 Southwark Bridge Rd 
Present: Jeremy Leach; Erina Rayner; Bill Jackson; Barbara Pattinson; Ann Warren, Clare Armstrong, Craig Stansfield, Judith Harries
Agenda:

 

1. Apologies:  Barry Hargrove, Peter Wood, Alastair Hanton, Val Beirne, Poddy Clark, Alex Crawford, Amy Aeron-Thomas
2. Minutes of last meeting (June 2011) and matters arising.
· SLS has asked its members to support the LS London wide campaign for 20mph on TfL roads in the build up to mayoral election. 
· It is interesting to note that in Southwark Park Rd it is proposed that there will be separate cycle lanes and trees separating them from the carriageway.
· We have been informed by TfL that there will be no changes to the BHS slip road. Pedestrians & cyclists are clearly low on TfL’s agenda and the ability of a local group to influence TfL on red routes is low.  
· There is a Camberwell Information day on 22nd Sept. on Camberwell Green. Projects for discussion include a new library building near the magistrate’s court; maintenance and lighting of the Camberwell Orchard; £250,000 for a feasibility study into pedestrian and traffic layout in Camberwell, using the Walworth Rd project as a model. Jeremy will send Craig some constitution documents for setting up a local campaigning group – the Friends of Camberwell Green. 
· Transport plan: A deputation from cycling groups in Southwark resulted in a delay to the approval of the cycling part of the plan owing to the relative lack of ambition of the cycling targets.
3. Update on all local issues/areas after the summer break.  
· Tabard Space: There is a proposal that the space by St George The Martyr will be resurfaced and include 4 large raised planters which will provide seating and colourful floral displays. A design has been created by the developer’s architect which will become an integral part of the project, and will have specific S106 money set aside for its realisation. We could also try to lobby for the creation of S278 money whose use and the amounts required are in the council’s gift rather than the developer’s.

· E&C urban forest (E&CUF) is being set up as a social enterprise. The main focus is to save as many as possible of the mature trees in the forest space behind the Heygate estate (600 mature plane trees). One aim is for the Bankside Urban Forest to become joined with up with the E&CUF. This too can then tie in with green links reaching into east & west Walworth. In the longer term, a problem is with TfL roads which slice the entire green area in half.
· Dickens 2012:  The number of artists submitting proposals for a memorial was rather disappointing, largely due to the funding not being in place; the group is therefore seeking to contact sculptors directly. The project now has a patron (Sir Stuart Etherington, CEO of the National Council for Voluntary Organisations) and will plan a linked Dickens walk in conjunction with the Cuming Museum, which will house the key collection of the Doughty Street Dickens’ museum while it is being refurbished in 2012. A simple audio descriptor for the walk is being devised.
· Peckham & Nunhead are developing new visions for their Area Action Plans. There is a need to look carefully at over supply of parking areas, in view of the manifest desire to make the area “accessible to all”. 
· Ann Warren demonstrated the virtues of Rotherhithe, which is a huge area of countryside in the middle of the London urban conurbation, and the potential for cycle routes which are traffic free. There is a meeting concerning the proposed route of for Cycle Superhighway 4 that will run from Woolwich to London Bridge via Jamaica Rd on 29th September. Full details can be found at http://is.gd/ax1skx
· Barbara Pattinson: A Tube to Camberwell is now being seriously considered as a long term project. The Denmark Hill hospitals will start pulling in stakeholders to get this launched, and SE5 Forum will get involved. The SE5F now has an official administrator in place.
· St George’s Circus: There are plans for the corner terrace rows at the north end of London Road to be brought back into use as business start up units, by Southbank University Enterprise Centre.

4. Living Streets London campaign – A City of 20. Living Street’s major mayoral election campaign for 20mph speed limits across London. The issue of enforcement of lower speed limits is once again on the agenda as TfL is no longer permitting schemes which rely on any forms of vertical calming (such as humps or cushions). Approaches might include looking at wider cycle lanes, wider footpaths, no central lines, narrower traffic lanes and, for very wide roads, boulevards of trees. These more psychological interventions can help encourage motorists to slow down.

5. SLS branch administration changes.
· Living Streets Head Office is looking to standardise contact and reporting with local groups, and administratively SLS needs to change from  being a branch to a group.
· We have to create a database of our membership and submit it annually. We also need to close the existing bank account as a branch and re-open it as a group.
· In order to effect these changes and as required by the LS Head Office, the secretary proposed the following motion, which was carried unanimously:

In accordance with the proposed constitution for local groups, it is resolved that the Southwark Branch of Living Streets is dissolved and replaced with a Southwark local group that will operate in accordance with the local groups charter. It is further resolved that the bank account in the name of Southwark Living Streets is closed and that all funds in the accounts are transferred to Living Streets. And that a new bank accounts is opened in the name of the Southwark Living Streets local group. It is acknowledged that Living Streets will remit to the new bank account these sums previously held by the Southwark branch.

· Details of members email addresses and post-codes are required by LS head office and the secretary of SLS will be contacting all members to obtain these.
· The Financial Report for year ending 31st March was tabled and accepted by up to the meeting. The amounts contained will be unchanged and including 31st October 2011.
6. AOB.
· Bill Jackson expressed concern about the state of repaved pavements in and around Lant St, which are not suitable for the disabled – he will bring photos to next meeting.
· Guard railings has been removed at the south end of BHS near Borough tube, and also outside Borough Market
· The Denmark Hill upgrade is progressing well.
The next meeting is Thursday 20th October, 7pm at 56 Southwark Bridge Rd. Would members please make/come with suggestions about format of meetings/agenda items?
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