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Southwark Living Streets - Minutes

Thursday June 18th 2011 – 7.00pm Community Space, 56 Southwark Bridge Rd SE1
Present – Amy Aeron-Thomas, Craig Stansfield, Barbara Pattinson, Bill Jackson, Jeremy Leach,  Ann Warren,  Alastair Hanton, Judith Harries, Ben Stephenson, Alex Crawford, Pete Wood.
Apologies: Councillor David Noakes, Councillor Geoffrey Thornton, Clare Armstrong, Erina Rayner, Eileen Conn, Corrine Turner.
1. Joint working with Southwark Cyclists (inc 20mph & Green Links).
Alex is now picking up projects that Barry was handling in her role as acting co-ordinator of Southwark Cyclists. Since Barry’s death a number of people have come forward to help. Interesting issues are 20mph and the proposed river route. Ben from the Southbank Employers’ Group (SBEG) said that the River route “Stage D” proposals are driven forward by the Mayor’s adviser on accessibility and the Paralympics. Small interventions are proposed – eg around Clink St – raising the mortar between the cobbles to improve ease of movement. Bill said that an even paving in Clink St would be very important. 

Improvements around the Oxo Tower and the pinch point there. The consultation is over now. Ben said that to compensate for improvements for pedestrians along the river would be improvements along Upper Ground for cyclists. Ann suggested that the area along the river from Rotherhithe to Westminster should become a “HomeZone” with no through routes for vehicles east-west along the river for a distance of 4 or 5 miles. Alex wondered about the signage along the river walk and whether cycling would be banned. Ben said that at the Lambeth end, many people are intimidated by cyclists. The cycle strategy is that they would like to see responsible cycling but the landowners would like to see no signage at all that encouraged cycling. The current scheme on Upper Ground was opened in 1997 and is now close to end of life expectancy and there are a number of new schemes and developments in the pipeline that could contribute to a masterplan for Upper Ground acting as a “spine route” with cycling at the centre of the goal of that plan. In the improvements to the river route there will be improvements to the paving and costly improvements to paving by Clink St and by the Oxo Tower. It would be good to link in with WS Atkins as to the purpose of Upper Ground. Ben to supply a name at WS Atkins that we could speak to.
20mph. A number of groups are holding a meeting to gain clarification of police activity in relation to reducing road danger from drivers. Amy said that we should try to find out about maps as to collision. Aim to ask Southwark Police what their position is on 20mph and enforcing speed limits. Road policing team are responsible for enforcement. Question is where are TfL at with 20mph. 

Barbara mentioned that Val Shawcross has said that the police make things very complicated and gaining action in this area is difficult.
Alastair said that it would help if the police came to a community council meeting if they showed maps of collisions rather than focusing solely on robberies and other more traditional forms of crimes such as motor vehicle theft. 

Better linkage is needed between Southwark Council and the police and the borough police and the Met Police’s road police. 

Alastair mentioned the London Living Streets had proposed a campaign to have 20mph limits on TfL roads where people “live, work and shop”. That campaign is currently aiming to set up meetings with the people in the main 4 parties who are drafting the manifesto ahead of the 2012 election. 
Craig suggested asking whether the Council is intending to enforce any zones with average speed cameras as they have to ask DfT for permission to enforce with cameras. In the longer term he noted that police collision reports rarely mention speed as a contributing factor where the limit is 30mph. Suggesting asking putting the believed speed in relation to the collision. Amy suggested that at present the police need to say that the speed is unknown.
Alex mentioned the importance of the weight of lorries in relation to road danger and that large vehicles are tearing around the streets of Southwark. Amy suggested that contracts should only be awarded by the Council to contractors who have signed up to using safely designed lorries. Alastair said that there is a lot of activity about lorry safety at present. He further noted that the number of pedestrians killed by lorries is almost double the number of cyclists and Alex felt the 2 elements should be converged. 
Green Links.  

Ann felt that safe cycling and walking routes to schools could be delivered via green links. 
It was agreed that links to the 2 new downloadable walking maps in and around Denmark Hill would be included with the minutes. These are:
www.southwark.gov.uk/download/5921/camberwell_step_out_local_map

www.southwark.gov.uk/download/5920/camberwell_step_in_commuter_map
Ann felt that a slow accretion of routes will help to develop the network. 

Pete said that the old LCN+ routes were inexpensive compared to the cycle superhighways but the cycle superhighways are easier to promote and to market. Creating Green Links would be more expensive but relatively easy to promote. 
Alastair felt that we should be proactive to celebrate successes such as on Southwark Park Rd where the works are currently going on. Alastair said that we should press the Council to make some celebration of the opening of a new scheme. There will soon be in Herne Hill a new crossing at the end of Stradella Rd where a pedestrian refuge is being introduced. Judith said that actually celebrating an opening will make people far more aware that changes have happened and that this sort of things could then be demanded in their places that they live. 
Ann mentioned opening up one of the rail arches by The Blue would really increase access from Bermondsey Spa to the local retail area and this was something that Barry had long been proposing. Ann suggested that we could write to highlight it when Network Rail are blocking important access schemes. 

 2. Promoting and publicising SLS.

Craig went to a workshop at the Living Streets supporters’ conference about gaining media coverage. Craig said that drama and conflict is needed for stories but in the longer term it is a case of forming relationships with journalists on local papers. Alastair had been to a workshop on Twitter and new media. Alex said that with Twitter it was not so much getting started but was keeping it going and Tweeting needs to be kept up on a daily basis. Ben felt that Twitter could be useful for campaigning eg noting a poor experience in a specific location. Keep Britain Tidy has just launched Love Where You Live and they have a device to alert local authorities in relation to specific issues.  
Barbara said that SE5 Forum has good relationships with Southwark News and South London Press and SN have the contract for notices from Southwark Council. SLP phones Barbara as to what is happening in Camberwell. Southwark News is trying to focus less on blood and guts and be more positive. Judith says we also need to focus on the local forums and what is going on. In East Dulwich there is tremendous local interest. 
Barbara says that images are important and strong visuals really help a story. 

Alex felt that there are elements that Southwark Cyclists and Southwark Living Streets could work together. Barbara noted that Southwark News is working hard on promoting apprenticeships and has won prizes for that work and that our stories or approaches might want to tap into the issues that concern them. 

Alastair suggested a number of possible initiatives on promotion:

· 2 or 3 people could be available to comment to Southwark News and SLP on joint walking and cycling issues eg in Camberwell. Thus there would be a set of easy to contact people for the press.
· Could we identify one or two issues that we would like to get publicity about such as the spine route in Upper Ground. We would agree the main issues and who will take the lead.
· When something positive happens eg Southwark Park Rd then have a small celebration with an A5 sheet that is handed out with a picture and contact information. 
· Get a recent graduate who would like to get some experience while they are looking for a job. Barbara suggested finding an intern via Cambridge House. Alex mentioned the contribution that students (such as Pete!) can make to a group and also the value of links into radio.
3.  Any updates on local campaigns:

(a)   Borough High Street. TfL will simply be making the changes that they always had intended to in upgrading both the footways and carriageway.


(b)   Camberwell. Craig met with Sally Crew and Sally said the aim is to propose radical improvements in Camberwell with lane removals that would then almost certainly be rowed back by TfL but what ends up being done should be still be significant. 
The meeting confirmed that Southwark Living Streets supports the Se5 Forum’s Vision For Camberwell
http://www.se5forum.org/uploads/media/VisionForCamberwellApril2011_01.pdf

(c)   Peckham and Nunhead. Walkabout led by Judith and Alastair planned for 9am Weds 22nd June to look at the proposed changes to the one-way systems east of Rye Lane.


Transport Plan.
Alastair met Simon Philips and discussed the finalised version of the Transport Plan. Alastair is keen to check with the Transport Planning team as to the status of it. SLS has an opportunity to do this after the meeting about speed on Monday. Southwark Transport plan going to Cabinet in July but each year they bid for funding and they will be thinking about schemes for 2012/2013 and now is the time to be feeding into that. 

Pete mentioned the fact that TfL are working on their Network Operating Strategy and to be in touch with them about it. Pete suggested getting in touch with the person responsible for the South area. 
4. Other Issues.

· The group was pleased to support the proposal for SLS to host the 2012 Living Streets Supporters Conference.

· Bill mentioned that the footways at both ends of Redcross Way (on Union St and Marshalsea Rd were being improved and this was scheduled to last 8 weeks)

· Bill said that the new Urban Physic Garden is now open at 100 Union St SE1 and was already proving to be very popular.
The next monthly meeting will be held on Thursday 15th September. The meeting starts at 7pm and will be held at 56 Southwark Bridge Rd SE1.
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