Southwark Living Streets – Monthly Meeting – Thursday 19th May:  Looking Forward – part 2.
Apologies: Sue Hill; Val Bierne; Corinne Turner
Present: Mark Mihajlovic; Judith Harries, Craig Stansfield, Jeremy Leach; Peter Wright; Lorraine Hilton; David Noakes; Clare Armstrong; Alastair Hanton, Poddy Clark, Erina Rayner; Amy Aeron-Thomas

Agenda 

1. Update on green issues (green links and growing plants). 
Guest: Jeannine Moros Noujaim, Project Officer, Groundwork London.
Janine works with Groundwork London, trying to encourage people in London to grow their own food. The key idea is to build on existing networks and encourage them to communicate with each other to create greater sustainability, and not rely so much on funding. Initial step has been the creation of a database of who grows their own food. Eventually Groundwork hopes to grow the network so that it can exchange resources and share information and expertise etc. The organization is trying to set up a framework which is long lasting, by linking up with all the other groups with similar initiatives. 

JL asked how Southwark rates in terms of growing food. Jeannine’s view was that Southwark is doing very well in terms of activity, but there is a need to make sure that all the groups are better joined up. 

JL: Where are the places where good practice is happening? Mellor St pocket plaza is a good example of businesses working to create a community space. Surrey Docks Farm – getting people involved in sustainability projects e.g. making their own compost. 

Groundwork London is looking at ways of creating sustainable spaces, working with groups such as local restaurants, the Bankside Open Spaces Trust (BOST) and Growing Southwark. They are not trying to replace anything but to expand what is already there.

Residents need to be able to find out where allotments are.  A lot of local groups are starting initiatives – for example there is a lot of potential for growing food on roof gardens. It’s a good idea to draw attention to successful projects in the hope that other groups will be inspired to follow.

AH suggested identifying derelict bits of road and developing those as spaces for growing plants. 

2. Announcements 
A. London Bridge Station Redevelopment.
 
Network Rail is planning an enormous redevelopment of London Bridge station over the next 7 years, which will affect both the fabric of the station, and also the quality of the walking environment which will be much improved. 
The designs can be seen on www.networkrail.co.uk/thameslink  and you can send in comments by email to: thameslink@networkrail.co.uk  

It was agreed that the Southwark Living Streets response needs to focus on the quality of the links between the station and St Thomas St.
 
B. Better Bankside is organising a year of free walks. Link: http://www.betterbankside.co.uk/news/2327-get-involved-with-walk-to-work-week
C. Cllr. David Noakes: The Council is looking for support for not having different materials used in the repaving of footways on Borough HS. We need to let Sally Crew know that SLS supports the use of the same materials along the full length of the street.

D. Peter Wright announced that the Streets for People project won the TfL award in the section “Excellence in the Public Realm for Walking”. This is the first time a residential scheme has won. 

E. Camberwell ABS.  Mark M wished to ensure that everyone knows about the Camberwell Vision Document. The strategy proposes support for local centres which will help to reinforce the town centre.  The development of the area-based scheme proposals need immediate attention –  in the next 2 months whilst the improvements to wider areas as outlined in the Vision document will have a longer term view. SLS personnel leading on this are Barbara Pattinson; Craig Stansfield; Mark Mihajlovic; Jeremy Leach.

3. Completion of our review of the areas and issues we wish to get involved with across Southwark, as agreed at April meeting (see attached document)
 
Next meeting Thursday June 16th.  Clare A to book venue for Sept/Oct/Nov.  TBC at next meeting if the group will meet in July.

