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This report outlines the findings of a walkabout of the Elephant & Castle and Heygate area that
looked at the quality of the existing walking and cycling routes and the new links that would be
needed into surrounding areas once the Heygate has been redeveloped.
-
A A walkabout was organised to look at the quality of current walking and cycling routes into the Heygate and Elephant & Castle
from the surrounding area and to assess the potential for new routes to be created. The focus was principally on the routes south
of the E&C Shopping Centre and no attempt was made to assess ¢
An assessment of Newington Causeway is included as a number of comments were made about it and its potential to be direct

wal king and cycling Ilink to Borough High St and London Bridge.
Rd and the northern part of the Walworth Rd can be found in the pdf file at http://southwarklivingstreets.org.uk/elephant/

A The walkabout was held on the afternoon of Wednesday 6t April between 4pm and 6.30pm. The groups/organisations that took
part are listed below.

A The findings in this report are a result of the comments that those who attended made (all comments on the walkabout are shown
in italics in the report). Representatives of Southwark Living Streets have done their best to capture what was said and have tried
to report them as accurately as possible.

A The route that was taken is shown below. Essentially it attempted a clockwise circuit of the existing footprint of the Heygate
Estate along with an assessment of the issues along Heygate St.
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Newington Causeway; Crossing The New Kent Rd (NKR) at the Northern Roundabout.
-

A Newington Causeway forms part of a walking route that takes just HE P ""‘Srm/rx
20 minutes (walkit.com 7 19 minutes at medium pace) to get from b
the E&C Railway Station to London Bridge tube station.

A BUT few people make the journey on foot. On the walkabout it was
descr i ladehdreado |ike & motorwayd Ko active edgeso .

A Newington Causeway should be a natural choice as a pleasant and
direct pedestrian and cyclist route to the river from the E&C.

A Work is needed to reduce vehicle speeds, to increase the number
of crossings, to reduce the width of the road and to make the road ;
seem far less like a motorway by reducing the capacity of the ] =1
carriageway. A number of people talked about creating a boulevard
with a wide tree-lined centre that would completely change the
sense of purpose of this road.

A Crossing the New Kent Rd. Owing to the complexities of the
subways and the circuitous routes involved, many cross the NKR at
ground level where there is no crossing provision for pedestrians.

A Those crossing at this point are often doing so between moving
vehicles. The casualties that result from this are clearly visible on
this pedestrian casualty map*

A v\ e k)= —‘_‘\ e
20 minutes on foot from E&C railway
station to London Bridge station

Map Source: http://www.openstreetmap.org

*Southwark Council Draft Transport Plan 2010-Pedestrian casualties Jan07 to Dec 09. Red 5
dot-fatal; orangei serious; pale yellow-slight.




New Kent Road.

A The assessment of the New Kent Rd (NKR) on this walkabout focused on links across it between the Heygate and the streets to the north
in Borough and Bankside rather than the quality of the pedestrian experience on the road itself. There are a number of existing crossings
which do not serve well the aspirations that local people have for pedestrian and cycling movements acrossthe NKRfi Ther e i
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good crossingo .

assessments

t hat were made about t he

ARecently created link
between new
development and
railway viaduct.

AHas the potential to be
very valuable as very
quiet route (parallel to
Newington Causeway)
to Borough Tube
station via Bath
Terrace and Trinity
Church Sq.

ANo NKR crossing
here, however, for any
link on to the planned
pedestrianised
Elephant Rd.

Existing Green Man
crossing
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AcCurrently important crossing for
cyclists (forms part of LCN+ Route
2 3 Trudial route as a cyclist; | use
that crossing a |
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AThere was felt to be a major opportunity at Falmouth Rd to improve the surface level
crossing and create a link into the Heygate through the wall by Crossways Church
and ont o Bmhisnscmestablished cydle route and could connect to the
one on Brandon St. o

AFalmouth Rd is liked as it is little used by vehicles and is relatively greeni L 0 0 k s

S n

existing c¢r o
AcCrossing the NKR from
Balfour St is important

forcyclistsi Ther e | a

great with the treeso ACould be part o
AThe currentbridgeiunder caskd 0 b e Thebndye ceud cédme down as
there is a crossing next to ito.
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cycle hire stations on
Har p e mndfhdréis
demand to cross to
Harper Rd from Balfour
St You fieed a cycle
route along Harper Rd;
Harper Rd is good as it
come out at the
y Courtso.

AMany students at the
Globe Academy also
need to cross to the
south at this point.

AAdditional/ replacement
crossings are needed

ANarrow crossing area for pedestrians
and cy coumnesdtawiddgi Y
crossing like the new one at St
Mary's Churchyard so that
pedestrians and cyclists can cross
more comfortably. g

Map Source: http://www.openstreetmap.org

= as the current one is
.\"‘-\;—\___ ' too far to the east.
AThe wall marking the current boundary of the Heygate that runs the whole length
of the NKR is a real barrier into the area and causes problems with concealment
and hiddenspacesi Ther e i s danger from people]|bei
al so a visual barriero.
AThe wall should be removed and replaced with a far more permeable and active
frontageontothe NKRA The wal | needs to go and yYou
garages at ground | evel You need to [get




Rodney Place.

A A short but unsuccessful section of road for pedestrians and cyclists. The road is very wide in relation to the volume of vehicles that it

carries and has no provision for pedestrians on the western side at all. Given the need to create links into the Heygate and desire to
create Green Link routes in this area, there will be a real need to ensure that cyclists and pedestrians can cross Rodney Rd safely and
that it will be pleasant for them to walk and cycle along it.

AThere are major problems with the western
side of the road which has no footway and, at
present, an impenetrable wall running its entire
Il engt h at gYowneed tbgdt ridwfe |
the walls, create a street edge and keep the
treeso AThe nice row 0
in there; there is noWN

AcCreating a crossing into the Heygate from
Victory Park will be important as the park is a ~J
major link in the East Walworth network/grid
with links into the Salisbury Row Park Streets
for People scheme and on south towards
Bur ge s sThé&teanedds tdibe a crossing
point here and to create a pedestrian route

through Victory Park

*'——Salisbury
s . Row Park
ictory
Park . )"

The Mouthel Eas
Walworth Green
Links Grid Plan .»

through Victory Park
and south-east to
Salisbury Row Park

Map Source: http://www.openstreetmap.org

AoOverall perceptions of Rodney Place are
very poor from the pedestrian and cyclist
point oft visewifdke a by
footway hereo Alt is

AThere is both too much carriageway capacity
and a very sterile Sbe
much width that there is no clarity as to
where vehicles shoul d
disconnected from what is around. It has no
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Heygate Street.

A Heygate St is the principal road within the Heygate area. The carriageway is extremely wide at present and carries relatively little traffic.
There are no crossing points for pedestrians at ground level throughout its length. While currently serving to sever the area in two,

Heygate St has some real potential owing to the superb boulevard of trees that lines both sides of the road.

AHeygate St has the potential to be a far more
interesting and valuable road for pedestrians and

cyclists t hSuperbareelined es ent
boulevardo ACritical to
AThere are, however, many problems at present.

The road has t oo muc hltisc g

too wide and looks like a vast expanse of
under used c withthé uglanaizng

the pri nci piathe bpsilaoedthatasm i
creating the expanse. THh
AThe road is dominated by fast moving vehicles
ACyclists and pedestri af
decent number of crossings and to not be
intimidated by fast movi

AMost significant is its lack of usability for
pedestrians. At present there are no reasons and

no capability t o Youalsokneed |
a reason to walk down it
pl ace or activation; it
as the Champs Elyseesao.

AThe trees do offer opportunities to create places
for peopleinthisareai Thi s coul d bg
with restaurants and the trees shading people from
the sunlight. It could be a social space and not just
squeezed in between the

AMost especially people need to be able to cross
ivou need to create aAttheu
very least crossings will be needed :

1. By the eastern boundary of the planned new
Plaza (on the site of the Shell garage)

2. At the northern end of Brandon St.

3. At least one other more central location.
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Crossing Location 1

AOpportunity to extend the quiet
route parallel with the Walworth
Rd through the footpath
between the new development
on Wansey St and the Old
Town Hall and on into Ethel St.
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Crossing Location 2

ANorthern end of Brandon St.
This will allow the cycle route
(LCN+23) to be extended into
the Heygate and thus avoid the
detour around Rodney Rd &
Rodney Place and the NKR.

AFrom here there is a clear route
through to the area of the
Shopping Centre and E&C
Railway Station and north to
Crossways Church, Falmouth
Rd and Borough.

Crossing Location 3

APeople also felt other crossings
were needed that would then
help to create links with the
crossings that were being
envi saged a¥Youos|
need to create a number of
crossings with one lining up
with the top end of Brandon St,
one linking up with Falmouth
Rd and one with

Map Source: http://www.openstreetmap.org



Rodney Road, Victory Place & Links into East Walworth

A Pedestrian and cyclist links into East Walworth are hampered at present by very poor conditions on Rodney Road. If this road is opened
up and crossings created, easy and safe pedestrian links can be created to the residential areas to the east and south.

AThe very poor pedestrian conditions

to create an active public realm here
and get rid of the guard railing and
the fencingo.
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AThere is an opportunity to open up a
link across Rodney Rd at ground level
on the east-west line through Victory
Place (and the school entrance) with
links to residential areas to the east
and into the Heygate and Walworth to
t h e whkheschool iiould love it to
be improved here as this is the Infants
entrance here. The pupils need safe
wal ki ng and cycl i njg

AAny cycle route should go through
Victory Place rather than Victory Park
AThe route through
narrow for bicycl els

AThe main goal is to create an
attractive link here west towards
Wa n s e yThegetis al8o the chance
to create a route here through into

AA route was proposed to link
Nursery Row Park into the
Heygate along Content St and
between the developments
pl anned f oTheré&St g
could be a footpath down
Content St to create a link to
the development on the Stead
St car park which is planned
to have a gap between two of
the blocks to allow the link
through to Nur {

ABalfour St needs improvements if it is
to be a safe and pleasant route and
function as a Green Link. There are

places where the road is unnecessarily

a dvid&and aflows high speeds i T h e
carriageway needs to be a more

consistent and narrow width to ensure

the priority is for cyclists and
pedestrians. It is an easy link into
Salisbury Row Par
the west side of Balfour St and create
erly nkRew tRParvk .cd or y

Wansey St. o
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Map Source: http://www.openstreetmap.org




Elephant Rd.
-

A Elephant Rd is currently an extremely poor environment for the many pedestrians who use it as a route to access the railway station and
the shopping centre and cyclists seeking a link between the NKR and the Walworth Rd. Elephant Rd is dominated by vehicles and there is
no pavement on its northern side where the businesses operate out of the railway arches.

A The railway arches also form a significant barrier that prevents access into the E&C area. At present access into the shopping centre area
is only possible via the Walworth Rd, the station itself and the NKR. Greater permeability through the railway arches is clearly needed.

> N

Access in the west
via Walworth Rd

Elephant Rd
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Access in the east
via Railway Station

AElephant Rd plays an important role in the redevelopment. At present it is very poor for both pedestrians and cyclists with no footway
L provision on its northern side by the businesses housed in the railway arches.

. Aoverall it is very poorly arranged with little clarity as to who goes where in the space and cars littering the whole area as they make

U ES use of the businesses under the railway arches.

ALend Lease say that they see the space as becoming part-pedestrianised to facilitate north-south movements between the Heygate

and t he ShoppiThegpim@euldthe fa this odd tofbe pedestrianised but with some access to the Shopping Centre and
i the car park. There would be Iimited traffic along this road.
"% e / AAs well as the overall function of the road, there is the issue of permeability. At present there are no routes through from Elephant Rd

® o E7 through the railway arches except via the Walworth Rd or via the station entrance. There is a clear need to open up the access to the
<& s £ Shopping Centre and the core parts of the E&C through the railway arches.

Strata
Tower
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The summary is divided into two parts. On this page we look at the improvements that are
recommended to the existing roads and streets. On the subsequent page, we look at the network of
pedestrian and cycling links that the walkabout proposed both into and within the Heygate area.

1. Improving Roads & Streets In The Heygate Area.

1. New Kent Rd
A Formal surface level crossing needed at western end of NKR.

L & A Formal crossings needed at Elephant Rd, Meadow Rd, Falmouth Rd and Harper Rd.
. ".f 41 O A Toucan crossings needed throughout to encourage pedestrian and cycling movements.
o S . 4 e A wall along southern edge of NKR to be removed.
g e " i / -

7. Elephant Rd
ANeeds to be a safe space that pedestrians and cyclists
can cross freely and safely between Heygate and E&C.
Any traffic needs to be minimal and moving at walking
pace (HomeZone/Shared space principles). N
APermeability essential through the arches to reduce need
to access via the Walworth Rd or NKR.

2. Rodney Place

.|. AcCarriageway capacity to be rationalised and

, protected cycle lanes created on both sides.

County streer . | AWestern wall to be removed and pavement created.
i AVehicles to be able to travel at no more than 20mph.
B | F’ }3>Crossing needed at exit from Victory Park.

L et

3. Rodney Road
Awestern side of road to be opened up and
pavement created.

6. Walworth Rd
ARole of northern section remains unclear in terms of use by
motor vehicles.

re - AvVictory Place to be opened up for cyclists
AcContinue Walworth Rd project north to the E&C. Reduce the 4 {,‘/ 'y Y and east-west crossing created.
lanes to 2 lanes (along with plentiful provision for bus stops). I ," B 1 AProtected cycles lanes needed; max vehicle

ASafe crossing needed at Hampton St with links east-west i

. speeds 20mph.
between the Newington Estate, Walworth Rd & E&C. b

e o el 5‘ ¥ .t ---‘. h \"-\.. ‘3;
ALonger term create crossing from Wansey St through to Amelia ' e M N e s -&.,(§’_//\\~ T Se
St development through the current KwikFit garage site. A Lﬁ‘p = S - B S B
7 = % 2N e
5. Heygate St = e, |
AAt least 3 formal crossings needed but more than that purpose of road\o = — T

be rethought. At present the street severs the area east-west. - : 4. Balfour St
AStreet needs to be crossable by pedestrians and cyclists. < { ACarriageway capacity to be reduced (eg protected parking build-outs)
Acarriageway capacity to be reduced; genuine 20mph speed limit. °»'% AGreening with trees and planting. Give consideration to designing the
AOpportunities for: % street as a Green Link.
- Tree lined boulevard; protected cycle lanes. % B AJunction with Rodney Rd retains too much capacity and should be
- Green fingers across the road (as proposed across Albany Rd - tightened up to make safer for cyclists and pedestrians.
between Burgess Park and the Aylesbury Estate).

Map Source: http://www.openstreetmap.org 12



This summary map attempts to identify the routes that are needed into and within the Heygate area

with a Green Link hub being created (1) with a further green link west towards the E&C Centre.
Green Links would also continue south into East Walworth and north into Borough & Bankside.

e ——
2. The Walking & Cycling Routes Within & Through The Area. Links to Types Of Routes/Links
Bankside - ;
. = Walking/Cycling Rout
Quiet route to Borough - Urban alking/Cycling Route
oo Tube via Bath Terrace & LIC_:IIr\1I+82 ;0& Forest? ——  Green Link
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, o 2B ’ ViR | (CS5) & LCN+23
) i 7 o : & G :
Sag. gy = ~ i =)z el < B
Ay l Archy g, < 5/ &
, i ) "Strees 3 $ g
&"? " glephant & Eagtle ' at 7 < g €]
& - phant & Cagtiek I 3 - o dobe
X ~ I - |' £ + f Acackeny
o a k 4
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Through KwikFit site but make more direct Row Park via Content St. (13

Map Source: http://www.openstreetmap.org




