Minutes of Meeting: Southwark Living Streets 17th Mch. 2011
Apologies: Annie Wingfield, Simon Phillips, Shane Clarke

Present:  Jeremy Leach, Alastair Hanton, Clare Armstrong, Erina Rayner, William Jackson, Val Beirne, Peter Wright, Lorraine Hilton, Judith Harries, Barrie Hargrove, Michael Davis, Rebecca Towers, Richard Reynolds, Corrine Turner, Barbara Pattinson, Lorna Wain & Craig Stansfield.
Item 1. Notes of the last meeting and matters arising:
Transport Plan. London Living Streets is planning work on a campaign to engage with TfL to campaign for 20mph limit on all red routes where people live & work & shop.
Sally Crew is proposing to work more closely with the police on accident data and road safety issues.
Mark Mihajlovic is pursuing hospital statistics, and has asked that we replace the word ‘fatalities’ with ‘KSIs’, in the minutes of the February meeting (Item 1) for the suggested Hierarchy of Enforcement. A revised version of February minutes, reflecting this, will be posted on the website.

The Air Quality Consultation and Action Plan closes on April 28th. This can be accessed by the link: http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/200075/pollution/1360/air_pollution Dipesh Patel, Principal Enforcement Officer with the Environmental Protection Team welcomes detailed comments directly on 020 7525 5723.  Problem areas identified are: Borough High St; Camberwell High St; Peckham High St; NE of Bricklayers Arms roundabout; Southwark St; Elephant & Castle.
Item 2. Main Item: Environmental & Green issues in Southwark.

Special guests:
Councillor Barrie Hargrove, Southwark Cabinet Member for Transport, Environment & Recycling.
Rebecca Towers, LBS Parks & Open Spaces
Rebecca Towers spoke about the LBS Tree Strategy.  

A high proportion of the local population love trees while others are ‘fed up with trees’. Currently Southwark’s Tree Strategy covers some 70,000 trees in the Borough - in parks, streets and housing estates. The council is seeking to keep trees healthy and safe on its roads and spaces (TfL manages trees on red routes). Maintenance is on a risk basis. New trees will only be planted if maintenance can be upheld and the council is looking for resident involvement.
Barrie Hargrove: One of the main changes of policy built up over 2 years is that LBS can't maintain the number of trees that the public would like. Therefore they are looking to the public to adopt & water trees. Long dry periods are causing a real problem for the Council.
There was discussion about the role of Tree Wardens. 

RT: The approach is going to be more systematic, with no more random pruning. Trees should not be left until they get to a state where they clearly need looking after. The Council is looking to replace trees as they die to keep the numbers stable.
CA reported that Richard Reynolds has sponsorship from Timberland to put Adopt a Tree tags on trees. 

PW suggested that the Council could provide hoses as buckets are not enough, but this presents a problem of access to water sources.
BP: The public will is there - Champion Hill locals nurtured trees which were struggling.
VB commented that the Forestry Commission (Trees & Woodland) only expect 70% of new plantings to survive.
Council has mapped all the trees in the Borough and has a planned maintenance set up.
They need the public to notify the Council when trees are in trouble, particularly where dogs have attacked trees; and dead or dying trees. Contact the Tree Team at the Council.
There is a need for cheerful signs: ‘please water me’, ‘please adopt me’. BH will advise in due course when these become available, possibly advertised through the Community Councils.  Have spent 12 months sorting out contractors and getting the basics right, the Council is now setting up a dedicated website.
AH: We will get a lot of support from local people once the signs become available.
The question was asked about proposed strategy when developers move in. 

BH: Council is determined not to reduce the number of trees overall, so new developments will use S106 money to make trees integral. It is regarded as very important to the amenity of an area. Planning policy asks for net gains including canopy cover.
MD: Must get the right trees in the right places. Planes are very beautiful but their roots lift the pavements.
VB: The matter of air quality is an important ingredient and Bankside Urban Forest is keen to flag up the role of trees in this context. NYC has mapped all its trees and how many tons of carbon are thereby processed.
PW: Local people should be involved in the choice of trees. A more arbitrary selection would be better than identical trees in rows, and would result in a mix of trees which looks more attractive.
Green Links
JL: Following the success in Salisbury Row, we are looking to use the Green Links approach in relation to finding ways to cross the New Kent Rd to get over the East/West severance. Walworth CC has grabbed this as an idea of linking Walworth with the Elephant & Castle, and Green Links is seen as key.
The plan is to develop Heygate & Aylesbury so that you can walk from Peckham High St to Elephant & Castle. There are already a lot of green paths that exist on Estates already, so we need to join bits on so that it grows.

BH: You have my commitment to Green Links. If you have regeneration monies it is possible. It can be done step by step to create great walking spaces such as existed 200 years ago.
PW: There is an urgent need for sign-posting to add to the links which exist already – this would raise awareness and opportunities. 
We need the Council as a partner, so that bigger grant aiding bodies can see this.

BH: In principle yes, as long as local residents are on board, and are not antagonised.
VB: BUF is focusing on some of the quieter streets which have less vehicular traffic, and are therefore looking after interests of pedestrians and cyclists. Currently looking at a scheme on Great Suffolk Street.
Using European funding to look at needs of older people in 10 - 15 years time - accessibility issues and getting involvement from older people in shaping future plans.
The Mayor’s office is mapping London, so Green Links needs to link in with that.
Simon Phillips, LBS Transport Planning, could not attend the meeting but asked to draw our attention to relevant Transport Plan schemes in the area: 
Confirmed schemes:
1. Forest Hill Road – one objective is to better link Brenchley Gardens footpath and Camberwell 1. Old Cemetery. Planned for 2011 to 2012 and 2012 to 2013.
2. West Walworth - pedestrian accessibility in the area, including Pasley Park. 2011 - 2012.
 Provisional schemes:
1. North Peckham Green Links - accessibility improvements in the area south of Burgess Park 2012 - 2013
2. Surrey Square Green Links - accessibility improvements in the area covering Surrey Square, Nursery Row, Victory Park etc. 2012 - 2013
In practice, encouraging walking will be key to most of the planned schemes, and many schemes have the potential to link green spaces more effectively. Simon welcomes suggestions regarding other areas that should be considered.
CT: Are the Green Grid proposals available on the Internet?

VB: We can forward lists & maps, but it’s in a very big scale format. VB also drew attention to the Southwark Streetscape Design Manual. Hard copies were available at the meeting, as well as the link: http://www.southwark.gov.uk/info/200083/roads_highways_and_pavements/2087/streetscape_design. 
LS Head Office has been contacted with a request that responses to the Manual be directed to www.southwark.gov.uk/consultations 

before 21st April. Issues addressed include: accessibility, street clutter, road safety, sustainability, maintenance, and creating child & people friendly spaces.
CA: In relation to designated walking - can we draw people south across the river by working in tandem with Space Syntax who have mapped north of the river. We already have a lot of areas mapped south of the river. It should not be too difficult to join the 2 together, and generally see how parks can be improved, seeking investment from S106.
LH: With regard to the development in Beckway Street, at the East Street dead end; could this area be greened rather than concreted over. 

RT agreed to revert to the group and report whether there is still an opportunity within the planning process to have this done.

AH commented on signage. There are a lot of potential links, but because of the lack of signs people don't know that things exist. There could be organised walks so that people get to know where they can walk.  In the context of Green Links, signage is worth thinking about, as it is relatively low cost.

A reminder that the next meeting of East Walworth Green Links is on Thursday 24th March at 7pm, Mardyke T&RA Hall (Mardyke House) Townsend St SE 17

Item 3. Better Bankside Strategic Plan (Val Beirne)
In relation to Borough High Street and the lack of support or action by TfL, Better Bankside has gone back to basics and looked at ways in which they can put plans into action. There is a ‘Mini manifesto’ for the next 12 months.
There is an 11-point plan, which ranges from the introduction of a bike freight service to try to take some of the white vans off the streets, to trying to highlight the good businesses which are contributing positively to the streets. BB will ‘green’ where they can with hanging baskets. They are also planning to upgrading the Yards to make then more attractive.
In addition there is a plan to streamline street furniture and install space saving litter bins and cycle parking

BB also plans to implement environmental enforcements to remove litter and reduce crime.

VB also mentioned Bustling Bankside. In this the Year of Walking BB has organised a number of walks for employees who are currently ‘glued to their office’. These include foreshore walk along the river, pub walks, green spaces, edible plants, Dickens walk. They are free to anyone – check the BB website.
Bankside Urban Forest and the Bermondsey Neighbourhood Forum are hoping to join up to create a Vanguard Scheme. Neighbourhood Forums will be able to produce a Neighbourhood Plan to build into the SPD. 
CS said that from his experience with the City of London Corporation, money is not the issue. The problem that Tfl just wants to pump as much traffic as possible down the high streets. There needs to be some tough decisions taken about taking traffic out of the equation and making it shared space.
Item 4. TfL plans for Landmark Court. TfL plans to sell off the land in Southwark Street, which includes Crossbones Graveyard, for development as a retail/office/residential mix. Concern has been expressed that the Graveyard be preserved and that open spaces are incorporated, rather than a wall-to-wall development with maximum financial return being the sole criteria for development.

Item 5. Report of 'Dickens in the Borough'; Clare Armstrong.

There was consensus that there should be a memorial to Dickens in London. It will be situated in the new space by St George the Martyr, and be part of a trail around Dickens venues in the area. A design competition, long list then short list, possibly eventually going to CC. Looking for a feature that would celebrate characters, words and streets named after Dickens characters. There will be long term objectives around educational projects. CGS money has been pledged. Adele Morris is chairing the Dickens 2012 group, with assistance from Anya Whithead in getting permission and raising funds. Jerwood Space and Tate to help judge.
Item 6. AOB

ER: TfL did not turn up to the community information session on the planned resurfacing in Borough High St, as advertised for Saturday 5th March. Despite a letter from SLS and Cllr. Adele Morris asking for an explanation and an alternative date, no reply has been received from Ben Plowden or anyone else in TfL.

RR requested that members contact him regarding pavements which could benefit from beautification, as now is the time to plant. Lambeth & Southwark are key areas. Please take photos and send via email between now and late April to: richard@guerrillagardening.org
CA notified the meeting that currently (until late April) there are 5 big ‘wonder windows’ at Selfridges in Oxford St, celebrating the work of Guerilla Gardeners, including Richard Reynolds.

WJ: There is a free event on Sat 26th March on Redman Green - a community garden being developed behind Redman House in Lant St from 10am – 2pm, including planting, composting, BBQ and games. Jointly supported by The Royal Horticultural Soc; Woodland Trust and BOST.

We received a message from Amy Aeron-Thomas stating that she would like RoadPeace to work with Southwark Cyclists and Southwark Living Streets to clarify and document what is being done to tackle bad driving, especially speeding, in Southwark. Specifically to clarify the current role and potential for improvement with the different players: Southwark Police, MPS Traffic, Southwark Council &TfL.
Key questions to consider at the next meeting:
· What is being done to deter bad driving with focus on speeding?
· How can it be influenced by local community?
· What can be learned from good practice elsewhere?

Date of next meeting: Thursday April 21st, 7pm, 56 Southwark Bridge Rd
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