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Annual Report for 2010

Background    Southwark Living Streets is the Southwark part of the national charity, Living Streets, which stands up for pedestrians and works to create safe, attractive and enjoyable streets, where people want to walk.

In London, we work with Living Streets groups in other London boroughs to pursue London-wide issues, particularly in dialogue with Transport for London.

We collaborate amicably with Southwark Cyclists

Meetings    We hold an open meeting on the third Thursday evening of each month (except August and December) to plan activities. In the summer we sometimes include a short on-street visit or activity before our meeting. We have been pleased to welcome Southwark councillors, including Cabinet members, to many of our meetings in 2010.

Achievements  in  2010
1. Formulation of policy recommendations to Southwark Council. These have included carefully researched and strongly argued recommendations for well-enforced 20 mph limits, extended to main roads, not just residential roads; and enforced by the police and by physical measures.

2. Persistent lobbying for improvements for people on foot and for residents in Borough High Street, including direct talks with senior Southwark Councillors and Council staff, our Member of Parliament, Members of the Greater London Authority and staff of TfL. We have contributed to a much increased awareness of the problems of Borough High Street, though physical changes have not yet been achieved.

3. Support for our members involved in major pedestrian-related schemes, including the Salisbury Row Streets for People Project, and the Herne Hill Centre Regeneration Project.
4. Development of proposals for “Green Links” across the borough. These would link homes with parks, other green spaces, schools and other destinations by networks of safe walking routes. Some routes would be off-road; others on traffic calmed roads. Some routes would be suitable for cycling.
5. Close collaboration with Southwark Cyclists to promote sustainable transport. Together, we advocated to all candidates in the Council elections in May 2010 policies for sustainable transport.
6. Following a submission to Southwark Council in 2005 of a proposal to pedestrianise the western end of Tabard Street, we finally saw this implemented in 2010.
7. Input into Living Streets dialogue with GLA/TfL, including contributions to a review of walking by the GLA Transport Committee and participation in a TfL Working Group on activities to increase walking across London
8. Contributions in a leading role to the development of concepts and policies for improvements in the urban realm in Camberwell and in Peckham.
9. Responses to consultations by Southwark Council on many individual traffic schemes.
10. Mutual support for associated groups: in particular, the Bankside Urban Forest; and collaboration with Business Improvement Districts (Better Bankside, and Team London Bridge). 
11. Collaboration with other groups on street trees and planting.
12. Maintaining an interactive web site and other profile raising activities.
13. Participation in Southwark’s Transport Consultative Forum.
Looking  forward


We aim to build on our 2010 achievements, with a particular concentration on:
1. The Green Links networks;
2. Campaigning on slower speeds on main rods, especially in town centres;
3. Improvement to the pedestrian environment in historic Borough High Street, 
4. Needed improvements in the town centres of Camberwell and Peckham

5. Building links with Transport for London.
A  tribute


Our work has been immeasurably enriched by devoted voluntary work by our active members, including our Hon. Secretary, Erina Rayner They have identified issues, such as vehicle speeds and walking links; crystallised proposals and patiently and persistently lobbied for them. Gradually, this work achieves results, but it requires enduring enthusiasm, energy and faith in ultimate success.

Alastair Hanton
Chair, Southwark Living Streets
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