Southwark Living Streets – Meeting Minutes

Meeting at 7 pm on Thursday February 24 2011 at 56 Southwark Bridge Rd

Attending: Alastair Hanton, Jeremy Leach, Clare Armstrong, Erina Rayner, Barbara Pattinson, Bill Jackson, Andrew Richardson, Peter Wright, Ann Warren, Mark Mihajlovic, Annie Wingfield (new member)

Guest speaker: Sally Crew, Transport Planning Dept., LBS

Apologies:  David Noakes (annual leave in Australia) 

Shane Clarke who asked that a message of support from Team London Bridge be passed to SLS for the work it is doing both locally and across Southwark. 

Judith Harries (walking in the New Forest)

Val Beirne (clash with BB event)

Barry Mason

Corrine Turner

Correction to November 2010 Minutes: Item 6 should read Bede House

Item 1. Transport Plan. The meeting began with a presentation by Sally Crew, Transport Planner with Southwark Council, to discuss the Southwark Transport Plan, 2011-14. This is a long document, on which SLS has submitted detailed comments based on the discussion at our last meeting.

There were 4 distinct themes:

Road safety

In terms of road safety the figures have been updated regarding road safety, despite national guideline targets not yet having been set.  The main focus for Southwark Council is on cyclist casualties, particularly on the main roads. These tend to be male commuter cyclists in a particular age group. The team is also looking at pedestrian casualties which represent 20% of casualties Borough-wide. These casualties are often caused by mis-using crossings, particularly in active areas e.g. walking between parked vehicles. The Transport Plan tracks key strategic areas in order to deliver on targets. 

Jeremy asked about what has happened to plans for a 20mph limit in Southwark, which aims not only to reduce casualty rates but also make life more bearable for pedestrians. Sally said that 20mph is still a plan but it will not necessarily deliver collision reduction.  The team is also looking at the Share the Road scheme, at driver training, including construction drivers. 

Ann asked whether we should focus on improving the infrastructure rather than training an ever-changing profile of drivers. And is there anything that SLS can contribute to the process of reducing casualties.  

SC: LBS has noted that there are no proper enforceable targets set by the Mayor as yet.  There are problems with how TFL manages its own network as its primary focus is on asset management and statutory requirements.

MM: Does LBS believe that there should be a hierarchy of enforcements vis-à-vis those who are the cause of serious accidents? Are HGVs ever pulled up, as opposed to cyclists who jump lights? There is a need to work with local hospitals and also police law enforcement.

SC: If we only focus on KSIs, we might miss some of the other important trends.

AH: In summary SLS should do 3 things:

1. Across London encourage Living Streets groups to engage more vigorously with TfL
2. We should try to work more closely with the police and press them to enforce traffic regulations.

3. We encourage Mark to work on the statistics from hospitals to shine a light on where the trends lie.  Discuss this within the Camberwell Travel Planning group, as hospitals may feel overloaded, so look at the best way of approaching them.

SC:  SLS should liaise with the Safer Southwark group.

Town Centres

This is closely connected with safety. What is the policy?

SC: The team is looking at the distances people travel for work & amenities/services, and seeking ways of supporting these trips. Also looking at deliveries and freight into town centres, general parking provision, and ways on which areas within town centres can be linked up.

They are focussing on when people change their mode of travel, and whether they stick with the change. LBS is spending substantial amounts of money trying to create step changes.

AH: Has analysis been done to find out what are the best kinds of changes to introduce? Has anyone looked at smaller schemes such as widening footpaths in order to redefine what a town centre is.

SC: There is scope for making improvements in areas like Camberwell New Rd. LBS is very conscious of giving local people their say in any transport scheme which impacts on town centre areas, e.g. Staffordshire St in Peckham.

There will be an annual report highlighting progress, and the first monitoring report will be available this summer. There will be a wide range of schemes used to identify where the ‘hot spots’ are, at the same time being conscious of quality issues.

Green links:

AW: There is massive potential network of motor-free walking areas which are not being recognised. Because the footpaths are not named they don’t exist in terms of emergency services, or surveys.  There needs to be a ‘modal shift’ to change infrastructure and the general perception of walking areas.  If fewer people use main roads, casualties should reduce.

SC: LBS is looking at this in terms of origin and destination – e.g. better ways of accessing railway stations.

Signage is expensive and not particularly useful. It also has to be looked at in terms of the goal of reduction of street clutter. 

BP: These walkways need to be named at the very least. Naming Mary Boast Way? in Camberwell took 5 years to achieve. Some people just like walking, and don’t necessarily need to be bound to destinations.

JL: What would be the 3 best chances or possibilities to pursue in the Borough?

SC: 1. Build on what you have if there’s something already in motion.

       2. Make sure it links to somewhere or something.  

       3. Look at wider community benefit, so that boxes can be ticked on the 

           leisure/health agenda.

Dominance and effects of vehicles:

JL: There needs to be an analysis of the impact of pollution, particularly around schools. 

SC: Air quality and a strategy action plan will be incorporated by the Environmental Health team. It’s work-in-progress at the moment.

Air quality management schemes will be incorporated in any new projects (but there is less emphasis on noise)

In Summary: The Transport Plan consultation closes on 8th March and about 3 weeks later the results will be on the website, showing the general trend of responses.

Shortly to be released are the Asset Management Plan (repairs, lighting, naming) Streetscape Design Manual (engineering guidelines) and the Network Management Plan (this supervises the restriction of utilities work). There will be consultation over the next 3 months on these three documents, but not as comprehensive as the Transport Plan, and with a shorter consultation period.

Item 2. News on our campaigns:

There was a recent meeting with Simon Hughes about the regeneration of Borough High Street. The meeting concluded that SH should seek a meeting with the TfL CEO, as this is where all the blockages to progress appear to be. All of the good news from TfL as reported to us in November 2010 by Matthew Hassell appears to be less certain than it was. 

Peter Wright: Next meeting of Walworth Green Links is on 24th March at 7pm: Mardyke T&RA Hall, Mardyke House, Townsend St SE17. For more information, please call 020 7657 2277

Walworth CC meeting on Tuesday: Parks & Open Spaces – have your say.

Diary Date: Sat 16th July – fun day in the park to celebrate Streets for People: Food, bouncy castle, and an exhibition of photographs.  The council is backing this financially.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Annual General Meeting followed:

1. Report on 2010. Accepted.

2. Finance. The only expense for the year was the cost of printing 12 x Vision Documents for the BHS campaign.

3. Proposed changes in our relationship with Living Streets Head Office. It was proposed to agree to adopt a New Constitution; to accept the Local Groups Charter and Brand Agreement; and to alter bank details accordingly. Agreed by the meeting.

4. Election of Chair (Jeremy Leach), Hon. Secretary (Erina Rayner), and Hon. Treasurer (Ann Warren)

JL moved a vote of thanks to Alastair Hanton who is stepping down as chairman. He thanked him for his untiring and committed work with SLS over very many years – it has been a real privilege for all of us to have worked with him, and we acknowledge the wonderful job and he has done, which has totally transformed the group.  A gift was given as a token of our gratitude.  We also pass on our gratitude to Margaret Hanton for her endless patience!  AH was asked if he would informally take on the role of Vice-Chairman. Agreed.

AW added that AH has changed the way we view our lives and how we live them!

The meeting closed at 9pm. 

Next meeting: Thursday 17th March, 7pm at 56 Southwark Bridge Rd

Agenda:
1. Notes of the last meeting and matters arising.
2. Main Item – Environmental & Green issues in Southwark
• Planting street trees and public involvement
• The value of street trees in carbon reduction
• Greening our streets
• Green Links.
Our special guests for this discussion include:
· Councillor Barrie Hargrove, Southwark Cabinet Member for Transport, Environment and Recycling.
· Rebecca Towers, LBS Parks & Open Spaces
· Simon Phillips, LBS Transport Planning
· Richards Reynolds, Guerrilla gardener & London Leader.
3. Better Bankside Strategic Plan (Val Beirne)
4. TfL plans for Landmark Court (Andrew Richardson)
5. Report of ‘Dickens in the Borough’ (Clare Armstrong)
6. AOB & Date of next meeting.
I include reference to particularly relevant Transport Plan schemes below. In practice, however, encouraging walking will be key to most of our planned schemes and many schemes have the potential to link green spaces more effectively. We welcome suggestions regarding other areas we should consider.

 

Confirmed schemes:

 

Forest Hill Road - includes objective to better link Brenchley Gardens footpath and Camberwell Old Cemetery. 2011/12 and 2012/13.

 

West Walworth - pedestrian accessibility in area including Pasley Park. 2011/12.

 

Provisional schemes:

 

North Peckham Green Links - accessibility improvements in the area south of Burgess Park 2012/13

 

Surrey Square Green Links - accessibility improvements in the area covering Surrey Square, Nursery Row, Victory Park etc. 2012/13
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