Meeting of Southwark Living Streets Thursday 18th November
Apologies: Clare Armstrong & Val Beirne (clash with BOST AGM); Andrew Richardson, Amy Aeron-Thomas, Judith Harries 


Present: Alastair Hanton (chair), Jeremy Leach, Erina Rayner, Abby Taubin, Neil Gilchrist, Chris Mead, Bill Jackson, Peter Wright, Lorraine Hilton, Mark Mihajlovic, Lizzie Jackson, Tim Reith (guest presenter)

Agenda
1. Notes of Meeting held on October 21st. There will be an update of Traffic Planning issues early in 2011 from Sally Crew & Barbara Selby.
 
2. Vehicle speeds, pedestrian injuries and intimidation. Southwark is notionally a 20mph zone.  But the Council has little say over TfL Red Routes where the motive is to move large volumes of traffic through as quickly as possible. A lot of residential roads have been calmed but TfL appears to be largely uninterested in enforcing speed limits. 
Analysis of injuries & deaths in Southwark over the past 3 years shows a concentration on these major roads. We need to look at ways that we can make changes within the existing law, rather than - as a local group - trying to change the law. 
What can be done at a local level? The police appear to be reluctant to enforce speed limits and the Council depends on the police. Is there any way we can break into this vicious circle. One way is by attending local safer neighbourhood team meetings and start to influence local issues such as enforcement and the priority that is given to speeds at a ward level.
We also need to try have a conversation with the Borough Commander and find out what he is doing to enforce this: what is their policy?  If there isn't one, can we create a series of actions, including working with local authorities & police in the use of speed cameras. There is a need to raise consciousness of the problems of speed, and how roads are used. Chris Mead will help on this, time permitting.
CM: As a cyclist - need to be mindful of adopting a non-aggressive posture; turn the tables and give pedestrians priority. To create a change of mind-set, rigorous financial penalties need to be adopted.
LH: Need to monitor that Wansey Street does not become a major through road.
 
3. Sustainable transport (walking & cycling):  Our General Election Manifesto (attached). Now that the Council has been in place for 6 months we should convene a meeting and ask in a constructive way how they are getting on with upholding the support they expressed for our manifesto before the election. Aim to set up a joint meeting with Southwark Cyclists to look at this. AH will work with Barry Mason to set this in motion – perhaps meeting to be held on council premises.
4. Gambling licenses (SE5 Forum email debate): concern about the relation between gambling premises and crime (particularly drug trafficking). Does it also increase vehicular traffic? (Even if it does, this would not be allowed as a reason for objection, viz. same problem with proposed supermarkets). Is there an argument for saturation of gambling premises (as with late licenses for selling alcohol)? We need to look at statistics on the impact of gambling on families and specifically the negative impact on children. 
AH: Should we write a letter to a suitable charity (e.g.Gambling Concern) regarding our aim of making streets as liveable as possible: 'we will support you; can you do the same thing for us'.

5. Save Carter Place Garden Campaign  (Jeremy Leach) This is a small garden in front of the police station just off Walworth Rd. A developer has been trying to build flats on the space. There is a 1,000 signature petition and a recent 50 plus letter of objection to the planning application. The development proposal has been deferred, which gives the action group more time to marshal support and arguments. It needs to be made a cause celebre in the local area - making it known that this is not what local people want. Opposition to the scheme has received cross party support. The area could be joined up with the adjacent children's playground. 
6. Presentation by Tim Reith regarding Peckham Settlement:  Southwark has a number of settlements (begun in 19thC) based on the premise 'love thy neighbour': e.g. Blackfriars Settlement, Bead House. The idea was to buy property and settle/manage it with those who can help the community by giving of their talents: e.g. to support gardening, cooking, a film studio, theatre size hall, sporting facility, gallery space for local artists. The Peckham Settlement has space for 70 - 80 people working in open plan/hot desk office space. Can LS help with influencing narrowing the street adjacent to the settlement by the introduction of traffic calming measures? Local police may have concerns about narrowing the road. Peter Wright explained what had been achieved in his area by perseverance with the local Streets for People scheme, and the resulting fact that police no longer use the area as a rat run.  Tim was invited to have a look at what Peter W & Lorraine H have achieved, and the way in which this has created a better place to live. Simple things such as different colour of road paving material can help make drivers slow down. Peter also advised having a priority wish list so as not to have to stop at the first request, as there may be resistance to the idea from the police. JL recommended that Tim garners support from all potential affiliated local groups such those currently involved with the Area Action Plan work.
Peter Wright added - in relation to the Streets for People project - that next Friday Peter Hendy commissioner for TfL, and Peter John will visit the Salisbury Row Streets for People scheme and see the impact it has had on people in the area. PW & LH will provide stats on the reduction in number of cars, and speed of cars, as well as the increase in the use of bicycles; and increase in biodiversity etc.
Mark M spoke of the need to give prominence - in areas frequented by residents and workers - of the available statistics on the number of cars owned, and other relevant critical information about specific local areas. He will draft a letter for AH to send, requesting this information.
7. Progress in Lambeth, Neil Gilchrist:  Inaugural meeting was held recently at which it was agreed to commit to a joint Southwark & Lambeth LS group. Group has undertaken a survey with local shops in West Norwood to see how far customers travel. Reality seems to be that shoppers are local and therefore the pressure for car parking spaces is not merited.
Need a code of practice for cyclists and pedestrians to co-exist in certain congested areas such as the Thames path (south side) 
8.   AOB:
Dickens 2012:  Clare Armstrong has spoken with the director of the Dickens Museum who is coordinator for Dickens 2012 worldwide. In Southwark, there are plans for a Dickens-related semi-scripted live performance in the Tabard space during 2012, and a proposed Dickens statue/feature for the space. Tim Wood (BOST) is keen to resurrect the Dickens steering group which would work towards securing funding, and coordinating events during the year. CA and ER have volunteered to be part of the steering group, which will meet early in 2011.
King's College scaffolded buildings in Borough High St. KCL has advised that they will be seeking planning permission to develop this site as A1 retail on the ground floor of 4 new buildings, with either student accommodation or affordable housing (or a mix of both) on the first & second floors. There is also a possibility of the inclusion of the provision of office space on the upper floors.  AH, ER & CA have a meeting on Monday 22nd November with Simon Bevan from the Council Planning Dept to discuss this, and the Brandon House developments.
We have received a reply from the Mayor of London in response to the petition requesting the closure of the slip road by the BHS War Memorial. Essentially, the reply falls back on the repetition of "funding, technical and modelling concerns" needing to be investigated before anything can be done about this dangerous left turn road.
9. Notices:  
· Green Links meeting to be held on Dec 9th at Townsend St Hall, will be discussing the increasing interest in allotments.
· Remembrance Service for victims of road accidents this Sunday (21st November) at St James Piccadilly. AH noted that Living Streets principles are being put in place in Piccadilly: being reverted to a 2-way system, and calming strategies being introduced.
· Carols for the community will be on Thursday, December 16th, St George the Martyr (and will be televised)
· In the last week of July 2011, the Lambeth Festival will be held in Brockwell Park. Living Streets should be represented - we need to make this a live project.
· The Christmas party this year will be held at Lizzie Jackson's flat on Sunday 12th December at 6pm. Send Lizzie names of people to invite to lizzie_jackson@hotmail.com  
10. Dates of next meetings:  
January meeting Thursday 20th at 7pm at 56 Southwark Bridge Road.
February Meeting Thursday 17th at 7pm at 56 Southwark Bridge Rd. This will be the AGM at which the election of office bearers will take place. 
Attachment

Sustainable Transport
Before the General Election in May 2010 we asked all candidates for the main parties for Southwark Council to commit to the following ten principles. 

We received generally positive responses, and, in particular the following from Peter John on behalf of Labour:

“Southwark Labour are happy to sign up to your joint pledges Southwark Living Streets and Southwark Cyclists)

 

Here is our 100 word comment - please consider this as a response from all of Southwark Labour candidates.

 

Labour has campaigned for 20mph zones to be rolled-out across the borough but only using road humps when they are the most appropriate traffic-calming measure. We believe that the best way to get more people cycling is to improve the safety of every ordinary road and street and to provide safe and secure parking wherever it’s needed. We believe that encouraging people to make more short-distance journeys on foot is vital in tackling our borough’s health problems and will best be achieved by removing clutter, greening our streets and improving signage.”

 

Southwark  Cyclists


Southwark Living Streets

Sustainable Transport

Questionnaire for candidates for election as Southwark Councillors

As a Southwark Councillor, I would commit to:

1. A less car-dominated Southwark, where the need to travel is diminished by, for example, encouraging local facilities and the use of new technologies, without threatening economic well-being. 

2. Making Southwark ever better for those who walk and cycle, by implementing urban design that prioritise walking and cycling, including adequate pedestrian crossings in shopping areas and cycle contraflows and protected lanes, even at the expense of on-street parking.

3.  Creating, with Transport for London, attractive, flourishing, safe and beautiful streets and green spaces that respect local history, where walking and cycling take priority.

4. Ensuring that all public bodies and private organisations prioritise walking and cycling, and the use of public transport.

5. Using the Council’s planning powers to ensure that all new developments provide for walking and cycling, including secure cycle parking for residents, visitors and at least 30% of employees.

6. Promotion of car clubs, thus reducing car and van use and the financial burden of vehicle ownership.

7. Making the areas around schools safe for walking and cycling and providing training to all Southwark school children, teachers and other staff.

8.  Working with the Police to reduce death and injury on our roads by well-enforced 20mph limits on all Southwark roads, including Transport for London's roads; and removing roadside railings and fixtures that hinder pedestrian movement and speed up motor traffic.


9. A zero-casualty policy, with a review of every single road death and serious injury to remove the cause. All Council and contractors’ lorries to be fitted with side-guards, proximity sensors, in-vehicle speed restrictors and full coverage mirrors.

10. Easy access to walking and cycling advice, help and training for all Southwark residents, workers, students and organisations.

What I have done and will do to promote walking and cycling (no more than 100 words):

Southwark Living Streets and Southwark Cyclists, April 2010
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