Southwark Living Streets meeting. Thursday 21st Oct 7pm
Present: Alastair Hanton, David Noakes, Ruth Williams, Barbara Selby, Neil Gilchrist, Clare Armstrong, Amy Aeron-Thomas, Jeremy Leach, Ann Warren, Lorraine  Hilton, Barry Mason, Lizzie Jackson, Erina Rayner

Apologies:  Geoffrey Thornton; Judith Harries; Val Beirne; Barbara Pattinson, Peter Wright

Agenda: 

1. Transport programmes for 2011 onwards.
Presentation by guest Barbara Selby, Head of Transport Policy, Southwark Council.  
Transport Plans for Southwark: The Council is working on a number of targets, which need to be practical & realistic, and also have an inbuilt delivery plan:

· Air quality improvement in accordance with the Mayor's policy

· Network management policy which sets out how spaces are managed - how to deal with road-works within the hierarchy of streets

· Highway asset management plan (‘highway’ includes footways as well as cycle-ways, street furniture etc.)

· Streetscape design manual which will set out how the streets should look - a guide for developers as to what sorts of materials they should work with. This tries to get away from a patchwork of road surfaces and links with the Dept of Transport Better Streets policy.

All policies are now integrated: there are not separate strategies for separate modes of transport. There is a focus on reflecting the core strategy view on how transport should function. There will be evidence-based delivery, and monitoring is built in.

There are a number of high-level transport objectives (refer to handout – slides are available from Southwark Council sally.crew@southwark.gov.uk )

The aim is to come back to the Southwark Living Streets with the results of consultation early in 2011.

AW: Capacity is the key issue. Need to change the share of the road available for different modes, not simply bundle everyone together. The best way to do this is to decrease motor vehicle capacity - this is the number one priority. Frustration was expressed about the lack of any real progress – rather it has just been tinkering around the edges.

BM: Seem to have come back to square one with yet more consultation. There is too much pressure on Southwark Council for more car parking space. We need to reduce the number of cars and need radical action to do this.  

JL: CO2 emissions targets can only be met if there is a big reduction in vehicular road use. Sustainability & Climate Change are important indicators, which are not properly being addressed.

2. Links with Living Streets Head Office (Guest: Ruth Williams) The main focus is on the Group Charter – looking to roll that out towards end of November. Part of that outlines the kind of support LS can offer and what is expected from local groups.  Looking at resources to help groups, especially in campaigning: People & Campaigning publication.  Looking to develop the LS Forum and to move all communications on line. They will provide quarterly email address lists of people in specific post-code areas so that local groups can make contact directly.  Ruth will provide live contacts in Lambeth to Neil Gilchrist so that he can set up his inaugural meeting, (a procedure which recently happened in Wandsworth). Ruth requested help with stuffing envelopes, prior to moving everything on line. Neil has booked a room for the Lambeth inaugural meeting: Barry will email members of Southwark Cyclists so that they can attend.

There was formal agreement to work in conjunction with Lambeth, details of meetings and precise structure to be agreed. Ruth Williams is the first point of contact for information and input into the Forum.  LS Head Office will support the setting up of a new Lambeth branch. Inaugural meeting at 7pm on Thursday October 28th at The Corner (cnr. Norwood Rd & Lancaster Ave, West Norwood)

3. Sustainable Transport event. Southwark LS and Southwark Cyclists will convene an event and invite representatives from Southwark Council to say - having signed up to the joint 10-point manifesto – exactly how it is planned to pursue some of these issues: e.g. green links, road capacity, road safety etc. We need an updated report on the 10 points: “Now that you’ve been in govt. for 6 months what are your actual developing policies on sustainable transport”.

4. Speed control and road danger reduction (Amy Aeron-Thomas). Actively campaigning for 20mph speed reduction in Red Post Hill. Query put to Barbara Selby as to what Southwark Council is doing about this. Traffic calming is introduced to reduce speed of traffic, but need evidence that it is appropriate to reduce the speed limit. Very often speed limits are imposed, but drivers soon learn that they can get away with driving faster, and they do. Traffic calming devices need to be very carefully designed and spaced, otherwise they are ineffective. 

5. SPD for Bankside, Borough and London Bridge: final submission to consultation process. Jeremy will write again about the need for drastic improvements to the cycling and pedestrian links from the river back to St Thomas St., and will send draft to AH, CA, ER for comment.

6 AOB  

Future meetings.  It was agreed that the venue at 56 Southwark Bridge Road is very suitable and will be booked for SLS meetings from January to June 2011. It is not available for the next meeting on 18th November (the last meeting for 2010), so it was agreed to meet at Jeremy Leach’s home. Address 28 Sutherland Square, London SE17 3EQ – Any queries phone 020-7252-5331.

