Meeting of the Friends of Carter Place Garden on 16th March 2011 held at 
St. Pauls’ Church – Minutes.
Present:
	Marek Drewicz (Chair)
	Jeremy Leach
	Wendy Watson

	Tamara Katzenbach
	Adrienne Shaw
	Celia Harvey

	Andrew Stedman
	Jay Hayter
	Rev’d Grahame Shaw

	Chris Mead
	Richard Rees
	Harriet Hill

	Ian Powe
	Mark Webb
	


Apologies: Mark Evans, Reinhild Weiss, John Jefferies, Jenny Jefferies, Councillor Patrick Diamond, Councillor Anood Al-Samerai, John Hoyland, Charles Harvey, Laurie Elvin.
Names in bold and red shows action items.

Updates:
1. Developer’s Appeal to the Planning Inspector.
· Many letters to the Planning Inspector from local people supporting the objections to the development. 

· Site visit to Carter Place Garden by the Planning Inspector has been cancelled as the quality of the case has been upgraded to a higher level. Richard says that, on a site visit, you can accompany with the Inspector. The Inspector can ask questions but you are not allowed to ask questions of him. 
· Richard suggested that the owners of the freehold on the Police Station flats may be the same as the owners of the Garden itself.

· Suggested to approach the FoCPG supporter who lives in the Police Station Flats as to whether he would be prepared to allow the Inspector to look at the site from his flat. Jeremy to approach this supporter to see if he is prepared to offer the flat for the Inspector’s visit and then, if so, the Inspector can be informed that a location exists from which he/she may be able to view the site. This would give the Friends opportunity to have relevant posters/graphics on display.
· Ian stated that he felt that the Council’s submission to the Planning Inspector on behalf of the Garden was very poor. Grahame suggested that it would be wise to put in a further question to the Walworth CC as to whether local Councillors are satisfied at the quality of the Council’s submission. Ian felt that we should still try to gain access to the planning permission documentation that was granted in 1995 for the old Police Station, to view the actual conditions that were stipulated in relation to keeping this as an open space. Ian also suggested that we might approach local MP Simon Hughes to see what support we can gain from him.
· There still may remain a covenant held by the Metropolitan Police as to the continued use of the garden as a green space. We would be wise to email both the Inspector and the Metropolitan Police to a) register in the mind of the Inspector the belief that a covenant may exist and b) attempt to uncover whether the Met archives may hold the covenant in some form. Marek to email the Met Police archivist about the possible location of and access to any available documentation about Carter Street Police Station.
· Grahame suggested that some photographs could be created of spaces that have been improved through guerrilla gardening. Adrienne suggested that some old photographs of the site could be put up; on the hoardings immediately prior to the site visit.
2. Walworth Community Council.

· The recent Walworth Community Council meeting focused on green and open spaces and green links. The Community Council appears very positive in relation to local Walworth spaces and is now looking to develop a strategy for open spaces in the longer term.
Strategies for the Future.

1. Open Spaces Society (OSS). Green Commons/Village Green. As yet we have not pursued the designation of the Garden as a Village Green in conjunction with the OSS. Marek is keen to pursue this in the longer term.
2. Grahame suggested asking a formal question at the next Walworth Community Council meeting as to as whether it was intended to designate Carter Place Garden as ’Other Open Space’ as part of the Councils open spaces strategy. This would at the very least give the site some degree of protection. Marek/Grahame to draft.
Within the context of a future model of community ownership, Mark described a number of options as to how we might wish to be organised as a group in the future. He outlined the options of setting up as a Charity, a Social Enterprise or as a Community Interest Company, all of which function like a business but all have different options as to how they can raise funds. Harriet mentioned the value of contacts and links with the Walworth Garden Farm who operate in our area and are registered as a Charity. 
3. Conservation Area Extension. There remain options in relation to extension/developments of the Conservation Area. 

If you would like to see the current conservation areas in Walworth, you can see them via the link below. 

http://maps.southwark.gov.uk/connect/southwark.jsp 
In the toolbar on the left called “Show more on the map” Tick Conservation Areas & Listed Buildings

4. Ian asked whether any press work had been undertaken recently. Ian felt that a strong press release to the Evening Standard, Southwark News and South London Press as to the historic aspects of the Garden would be good. Harriet mentioned the magnolia tree that was believed to have been planted to a fallen officer. Mark says that he has not identified the officer. Jeremy to ask the former officer who served at Carter Place a) about the name of the officer for whom the tree was planted so that Mark can attempt to track the story in the public records and b) the possible location of the magnolia tree which Richard is prepared to attempt to find in the garden. This could then form the basis of a story to the local press. Mark to draft the press release. 
5. Jay to attempt to contact David Bellamy via the King’s Stairs Gardens campaign (http://www.saveksg.com/)as to whether he would support the FoCPG campaign. 

6. Grahame suggested getting hold of one of the maps used at the recent Walworth CC meeting which shows CPG as either a green space or amenity land and to try to ascertain how the garden was designated for the purpose of that map and the date of that designation. Katherine McNeil may have a copy of the map.
7. All at the meeting to be informed of the Planning Inspector’s Site Visit when the new date is set.

8. Chris and Ian suggested that the campaign needs to be widened (eg to local MPs) in the slightly longer term.
The dates of the next meeting (both full meetings and committee meetings) will be arranged by email.
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