Meeting of the Friends of Carter Place Garden on Thursday 27th January 2011 held at The Beehive – Minutes of Committee Meeting.

Present: Marek Drewicz (Chair), Mark Webb, Richard Rees, Adrienne Shaw Jay Hayter, Jeremy Leach.

Apologies: Ian Powe, Hannah Mcdonald.

1. Minutes of the 12th Meeting. No corrections were made to the minutes of the meeting of the 12th January by the Committee.
2. Signing of the Constitution.  The constitution that had been agreed at the previous meeting was signed by the Chair, Treasurer and Secretary and the other committee members present at the meeting.
3. Current Developments.

· The Chair updated the meeting about the appeal by the developer to the Planning Inspector. The developer is challenging the fact that Council Officers were due to have brought more details about the planning application to a January Walworth Community Council (WCC) Planning Committee Meeting. As this meeting has not occurred the developer has appealed owing to non-determination of the original planning application. All groups/individuals have the right to make representations to the Planning Inspector and the Friends intends to make its own and encourage others to make representations.
· On February 9th, there will be a Planning Meeting of the Walworth Community Council that will determine whether the Community Council wishes to fight the developer’s appeal. The Community Council meeting may also be able to determine the original planning application.
· The Friends group will need to lobby Councillors to try to ensure that they continue to be prepared to reject the application and to fight this appeal.

· Richard felt that the Friends group needs to ensure that Southwark Council is supportive of the desire to protect the Garden and that an approach should be made to the Council at a senior level. A statement from the Friends could be sent to the Chief Executive in order to help maintain or gain the support of officers.

· Richard mentioned the need to maintain support from the local press and to inform the  Southwark News and SLP of the concerns of the Friends. 
· Marek said that the Friends group needs to ensure high levels of local support is in evidence for the WCC Planning Meeting on 9th February. 

· Marek stated that there are two key action streams that need to be addressed. One relates to the injustice of the developer circumventing the planning process by appealing to the inspector on the grounds of non-determination. The other relates to the strength of arguments against the principal of development of the space. Richard stated the need to work through both Councillors and Officers. The group agreed that we would inform our ward Councillors if we plan to approach the Chief Executive and gain their views on such an approach. 
· Jay asked what the key dates are in the process and Mark stressed the need keep supporters informed of these dates and what was going on. 

· If the appeal does go ahead, our comments as a group and those of us as individuals need to have been received by the Planning Inspector by 24th February. 
· It will be become clear as to whether the application is being heard at the 9th February WCC Planning Meeting by 2nd February. 

· The committee agreed the need to gain more petition signatures with the aim of doubling the number of signatures from the current level of 1,200. 

· We need to deliver the petition to the Planning Inspector as part our letter of objection to the appeal. We need to make it clear too that most of the signatories are from the local area, or have close links to the site such as former Police Officers.  Adrienne felt that it was also important to recognise the interest of people from outside the immediate area and the way that the campaign was able to draw out interest from a wide area. Jay mentioned that it would be good to approach people who previously had worked in the area and those who are affected by the development such as those who live close by. Richard suggested the need for making additional approaches to key local politicians such as the local MP and the GLA member. As things are getting closer to a decision, it is now time to ask them to provide further support for the Friends’ campaign. Richard said that the deadline for Southwark News was Wednesday lunchtime and for the SLP early on the Thursday morning. 
· Marek recommended that Jeremy and he create the official representation to Fiona Colley and Council Officials as representatives of the Friends (having gained a steer from Councillors Diamond and Bowman). Marek will compile all existing arguments against the application for use in the Friends’ representation to both the Planning Inspector and for use at the 9th Feb WCC Planning Meeting. Richard is to make arrangements with SN and SLP for an interview with Marek, who will put forward the concerns of the Friends. 
· Jay will lead on increasing the strength of the petition. Jeremy to send the petition template to all committee members along with the online petition link. Adrienne and Mark will help Jay to gain more petition signatures. Richard stressed the need to tell the story of the Garden and Mark said the historic pictures of the Garden were the strongest way to illustrate this. 
· Richard will to attempt to find additional historic images of the garden via the local records office and the John Harvard Library on Borough High St.
· Jeremy & Marek are to create a template that can go to the members and other contacts requesting them to write to the Planning Inspector asking them to reject the developer’s appeal. 
4. AOB. No AOBs were recorded. 
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