SLS meeting Thursday, September 16th 7pm

Present:   Jeremy Leach (acting chair), Neil Gilchrist, Barbara Pattinson, Judith Harries, Mark Mihajlovic, Peter Wright, Bill Jackson, Erina Rayner
Apologies: Barry Mason, Lizzie Jackson, James Barber, Clare Armstrong, Ann Warren, Eileen Conn, Val Beirne, Poddy Clark, Amy Aeron-Thomas & Alastair Hanton (both attending the Dulwich CC meeting the focus of which was Transport & Traffic).
1. Welcome back after the summer.

Eileen Conn wished to pass a message to the group, that Peckham & Nunhead active residents give thanks to Living Streets for its contribution to the street planning process in Peckham - it is much appreciated.

The chairman welcomed Neil Gilchrist, who was attending the meeting to seek guidance on setting up a Living Streets group on Lambeth.
2. Update on the Borough High Street campaign (ER)

Steering Group meeting 9th September, chaired by Simon Hughes. Those present agreed that the High Street is not fit for purpose in any respect, and called for -amongst other things - a retail policy, to be co-ordinated by the Council; a de-cluttering (and widening) of the footpaths similar to the Walworth Rd project. Simon Hughes urged all present to persuade as many residents and businesses as possible to attend the Community Council meeting on 5th October when the main topic for discussion will be the priority “wish list” of the community for BHS regeneration. He also referred to the proposed “localisation” legislation, which aims to give more power to local communities in relation to planning and licensing issues.

3. Consultation on the latest Supplementary Panning Document for Bankside, Borough and London Bridge. There will be a meeting on October 12th in the Bermondsey Village Hall at which proposals for additional input into the SPD will be discussed. This should also be a major item for discussion at the SLS meeting in October as it is our last chance! There was a message from James Barber stating that he had added into the B&BLB SPD that London Bridge development should include improvements to it connectiveness to rail stations in Southwark. He had requested that the past direct link between Hopton St and Upper Ground be reconnected (in the past this connection had been the same as Park Street under Southwark Bridge Road). Such a reconnection would create permeability in the Blackfriars area and encourage cyclists to not cycle beside the river during the busiest times. It would be useful if SLS were to suggest further improvements and support these principles in relation to the amendments to the area SPD.

4. Update on Camberwell (JL & BP)

The area is still unsatisfactory from a pedestrian point of view. It is problematic because it sits between Southwark and Lambeth. It has been neglected for 30 years. The new Leader of the Council is a Camberwell councillor, so now that Labour is in power, something should be able to happen. However throwing money at it is not necessarily the answer - there is a need to focus on an overall vision, which includes enforcement and maintenance. Need to bid for an Area Based scheme, and Southwark is putting Camberwell forward in this context. 

The Coldharbour Lane tree scheme has been submitted.

Mark M is pursuing the aim of trying to clear out cars altogether of Councillor St and to create a high quality pedestrian link but is facing resistance and this initiative will only work if there is an actively non-car mentality.

5. Update on Peckham (JH)

The Traffic & Transport committee commented that there are a lot of good ideas in the Peckham document. JL has been invited to present to Peckham Community Council on 4th November, as improving spaces in Peckham has become a real focal point. In 2 years, good contacts have been developed with councillors and local activists, working closely with Eileen Conn. 

6. Green Links (PW)

Peter explained that there is a group of local parks in the SE17 area, and Green Links seeks to join up all the small pocket parks. However the steam has gone out of it recently as PW can’t commit the necessary time at present. 

Streets for People: Salisbury Rd park – the informal cycle super highway is working really well. Attempting to turn the street into a totally No Entry for cars. There is a big gardening day planned to plant around all the trees. The project has made a big difference to the area. It’s quiet and calm, and bio-diversity is increasing, e.g. bats have come back. This started off as CGS project, and has bred success.

7. Community greening initiatives (PW)

If there are not going to be big pockets of money around we should go for smaller bits of money and co-ordinate a lot of small projects. For example, putting allotment land to work. Turn sterile green spaces into areas for community development. Flower beds and shrubs are a good start. Use plants that will kill weeds and plants that are drought resistant. Look at what grows and use it – emphasis on low maintenance. Learn about the plants that survive (grasses are good). It is a good idea to overplant and then hedge trim. In general we should push to maintain those projects which have already been set up.

JL: How can we help Neil to start a Living Streets group in Lambeth?

Suggestion that they start with tiny bits of money on very small projects, and involve the local community. Try to get lots of people to turn up to things; get everyone together and rally for the cause e.g. “save our park” got 150 local people to a single meeting. Start small in West Norwood and grow from there. 

JL said that he would look to get head office LS to support a start for Lambeth.

8. Report on meeting with King’s College re scaffolded buildings (ER).

SLS met with the head of Kings College Estates and the architects working on the development of the BHS site where 3 buildings are covered in scaffolding. KCL indicated that at their Estates Strategy Meeting on 3rd November they would address the issue of whether (a) to retain the site as a ‘land bank’ for KCL. This would mean the further pursuit of the current planning application, and the interim solution of a community garden to occupy the space if permission were given to demolish 2 of the buildings; (b) develop the site in conjunction with a development partner for either retail & offices, or retail & student residential; 

(c) dispose of the site

9. Report on meeting with GLA  (ER)

SLS met with 2 officers fromTfL regarding their potential plans for the High Street, and it was clear that they could only fall back on the TfL response of “difficulties with funding and technical issues”. SLS decided to draw up a petition to present to TfL requesting that it consider permanently closing the left hand turn slip road beside the War Memorial, which has been closed for the past 8 weeks for utility works. The slip road poses a danger to pedestrians as cars turn at speed and frequently do not indicate. The petition was tabled for signature by those in support.

10. Joint action with Southwark Cyclists

AH went to recent SC meeting. Their AGM is on 13th October, which will set the agenda for the next 12 months. AH has suggested that SC focus on campaigning as well as organising rides.  Barry Mason has suggested holding a sustainable transport symposium based on the10-point plan each party was asked to respond to prior to the May election, and see where the political will lies. Use the 10- point plan as the agenda. 

11. Living Streets relationship:  LS Head Office is very process oriented. It  

 is currently going through a consultation process regarding its charter. The 

 meeting agreed to give AH consent to act however he sees fit.

12. AOB

It has been suggested that we ask Allies and Morrison to come to one of our monthly meetings to present their Brandon House scheme and the potential public realm improvements in the context of the regeneration of BHS. 

DLA architects could also be invited to the same meeting to present their BHS scheme (adjacent to Borough Market). We should look to inviting them in November as Sally Crew (Transport Planning) is coming to the October meeting to talk about LIP projects.
There is to be a day of planting in Tabard Square on Sunday 17th October, co-ordinated by Richard Reynolds (the ‘guerrilla gardener’). Please attend if you can. Val Beirne has also suggested that Better Bankside will organise Christmas lights and carols in Tabard Square in order to promote its value as a community space.

BOST is developing the plan for a green space connecting to Lant Street to get around the idea that Lant Street is blocked off. The process has started with a fence being erected, and funds have been raised to develop a vegetable growing area.

Community Council meeting 5th October. Put the date in the diary!

13. Next meeting: Thursday, October 21st. It has been decided to try a new  

 venue for SLS meetings: The Ship (upstairs) – corner of BHS & Borough Rd.







PAGE  
3

