SOUTHWARK  LIVING  STREETS

Monthly meeting: 7 pm Thursday 17/6/2010   Royal Oak Tabard Street

Apologies: Claire Hickson, Barry Mason, David Noakes, Adele Morris, Val Beirne, Geoffrey Thornton, Andrew Richardson.

Present: Alastair Hanton (chair), Clare Armstrong, Lizzie Jackson, Jeremy Leach, Bill Jackson, Judith Harries, Erina Rayner, Eeva Berglund, Ann Warren.  Tim McNally & Poddy Clark joined the meeting at 8pm.

The chairman announced that Barrie Hargrove had been called away at very late notice and was unable to attend. However a meeting has been set with Peter John, Leader of Southwark Council, on 29th June to discuss the issues of relevance to Living Streets which would have been covered at this evening’s meeting, and Cllr Hargrove will also be attending that meeting. Participants on the SLS side will be J Harries representing the south of the borough; J Leach representing the centre of the borough; and E Rayner/C Armstrong representing the north of the borough. As well as providing wide representation, we will emphasise that we are the local branch of a national campaign which has no political affiliations.

The chair noted that it is important to meet again with Fiona Colley and that we should invite her to our next meeting. The overlapping of transport portfolios between Fiona and Barrie is important to the Living Streets agenda.

We are arranging a meeting with Val Shawcross, Chair of the Transport Committee at the GLA. Assembly members have the obligation to agree the mayor’s budget and hold him to account, and in terms of execution of policy they can ask pertinent questions. 

The SPD process has been extended for Borough and Bankside to 16th October. We will feed in the BHS Vision Document as a SLS supplementary response. 

General Business:

1. Mayor's Tree Planting Programme.  Oliver Stutter has forwarded our suggestions re Coldharbour Lane to David Paul at Lambeth.

We chose this area because it is near the boundary with Lambeth – rather a miserable environment, which would be so much better with some trees.  Oliver needs to agree it with David Paul.

2. Jeremy Leach gave a review of proposed Cycle Superhighway 5: from Lewisham to Victoria, passing through Southwark, Newcross, Peckham and through to the Oval. One of the most threatening things is the speed of the vehicles. TfL is getting a lot of feedback requesting 20mph limits to which it appears unsympathetic.  Jeremy Leach has written to Val Shawcross, Jenny Jones and Caroline Pidgeon on this issue. AH commented that we have been constantly making this same request from the point of view of walkers. Judith Harries wondered whether constant speeding up and slowing down has an impact on the condition of tarmac?

3. An email from Tim Wood to Andrew Richardson (BRF) was tabled, in which he offers, at TfL’s suggestion, to speak to the consultants who produced the 2006 TfL BHS audit.  Tim asked Andrew if anyone had any questions for the consultants, and SLS sent the following response:
At a meeting on March 19th, we met with Chris Martin at TfL who said that the 2006 project would have to be shelved for "technical reasons" and that they would be starting again from scratch. 

Our list of questions would be: 

What technical reasons?

Can TfL look at closing the spur by the War Memorial to traffic as per the 2006 report recommendations.

Can they take down all guardrails and minimise / rationalise street furniture clutter.

Can they take out one lane in BHS in order to widen the footpath on the east side of the road.

Can they change the crossings at both London Bridge tube exit and Borough Tube exit to 'Oxford Circus' style to make them less dangerous.

Can they put in lights at the T-junction of St Thomas Street and BHS before someone is killed.

Tim’s email also referred to future meetings with Guys and Kings College regarding his Forgotten Spaces project on Talbot Yard. Tim asked Andrew who wanted to be involved in these meetings, and SLS has since asked Tim to keep them informed of developments as they wished to be represented at any meetings. To date we have not heard back from Tim regarding these opportunities.

The chairman commented that the first priority is to arrange a meeting with suitable officers in Southwark Council to see how these questions tie in with their priorities. 
Tim McNally noted that the scrutiny committee is looking at BHS as one of its key studies. Otherwise it will be taken to TfL which has a duty to take part in the scrutiny process.

4. The Big Lunch: There is a problem of lack of volunteers who are here at that time, and a question of whether the space beside the St George the Martyr will be ready on time. We probably need to give it a miss for this year, and take part in 2011.  In response to questions which were raised about the new space, Tim McNally noted that the College of Accountancy had requested that work stop while exams were on.  Clare Armstrong told the meeting she had just been informed by the LBS project manager that work on the space is due to be completed by 30th June, apart from the turfed areas and the benches.  Negotiations are continuing regarding the cost and maintenance of the turf.   Pigeons have unfortunately eaten most of the grass seed which was sown two months ago.
5. London Festival of Architecture party 5pm - 8pm Friday 25th June 

Clare Armstrong agreed to forward the invitation to Ann Warren to rsvp individually. Members were encouraged to check the LFA website for details of plays at Jellyfish Theatre and the community orchard in Union St.

6. Mint Street showcase Friday 2nd July: Check the website: www.betterbankside.co.uk/bankside-residents-forum
7. Clare Armstrong drew attention to the new public open space between Harper Rd and Symington House. Walk in on Saturday when landscape architects are there to consult on development as an open space. Remember that it is very close to Globe Academy.

8. The chairman invited a review of where we are in relation to the south of the Borough: 

Nunhead and Peckham. Jeremy Leach has put together a comprehensive document on this area, to be sent out with the minutes.  It has been distributed far and wide. Jeremy will attend the Community Council, and ensure that it is used for the area action plan. It needs to be moved into the process to ensure that some of the recommendations are acted upon. Spending plans can be re-gigged to take account of some of the ideas from the document.

Camberwell: Southwark News headline reads: It’s Camberwell’s time! Labour will need to deliver on Camberwell as it simply cannot be neglected any longer, specifically the quality of the town centre. We have also drawn attention to the green links e.g. between Camberwell Green and Burgess Park. Very little master planning has ever gone into Camberwell, partly as a result of it being on the boundary. Tim McNally noted that one of the major stumbling blocks is land ownership. Southwark Council owns all of the land in Elephant & Castle for example, but do not own the land in Camberwell, so it is very difficult to make demands in relation to regeneration.

SLS can focus on linking spaces and places, and should keep an eye on CGS projects in order to make these links for both Peckham and Camberwell.

AOB:

Ann Warren will organize a trip on the East London line train for an evening in the summer, and will email details to Alastair to forward to the group.

Forgotten Spaces brochure tabled, currently on exhibition in the Olivier Theatre foyer at the National Theatre.

Lizzie Jackson drew attention to a neglected garden in Lant Street which could be relocated beside the pub and therefore be used by patrons to sit outside. It would be a very minor change and could possibly be achieved through a CGS bid or through Cathedrals ward councillors. Patrons of the pub currently take over the street, so the idea of a pub garden would be a great deal better. It requires local campaigning and support. The chairman invited Lizzie and Bill Jackson to create a specific proposal with visualizations, and approach Cathedrals councillors and the landlord of the pub. It is very much in line with SLS objectives.

Ann Warren raised questions in relation to Burgess Park.  A 100,000 person stadium is proposed which is upsetting locals who want to be able to use it as a cycle way and for landscaped walks. If the stadium goes ahead, with all the facilities that are required, there will be no room for anything else. Jeremy noted that we need more facts, as there is a lot of ‘gossip’ going on. Tim McNally agreed that we must look at the master plan documents and get the facts. One of the big issues is that there is no designated entry point, and creating a sound barrier is important.  The chairman suggested that members look at the LDA proposal plan for Burgess Park on the website, and respond individually.

Clare Armstrong has won the London Green Corner competition for May for her entry on the Trinity Piazza – and thereby gains automatic entry to the finals in 2011.

Erina Rayner attended a liquor licence extension application for BHS on 11th June, which was rejected because of the potential for public nuisance, and because of it falling within the alcohol saturation zone.

Eeva Berglund’s interview with Alastair Hanton will shortly be published (in Finnish!) In the interview, Walworth Road is championed as an international example of local improvement.

St George’s Circus. The chairman wrote to Buckingham Palace regarding the Queen’s diamond jubilee procession in 2012, suggesting that QEII replicate Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee procession via Borough High Street and St George’s Circus. A reply has come back with a handwritten note asking to be kept informed of progress in relation to both BHS and St George’s Circus.

15th July is the National General Meeting of Living Streets  – in Toynbee Hall. We want to encourage LS to focus on campaigning for infrastructure changes which encourage walking. Jeremy Leach suggested that we should formally ask a question. He will draw it up, ask for feedback from those attending, and then ask the question at the meeting. Those attending are Ann Warren, Clare Armstrong, Jeremy Leach and Alastair Hanton.

Too many people will be away in July – so the next meeting will take place on Thursday 16th September.

The suggestion was proposed that we invite Barbara Selby, and focus discussion on the revised projection of spending plans. It’s a 3-year programme which needs to be assessed, and we would like to suggest that the necessary cuts in relation to the SPD for Borough & Bankside are too focussed on roads and vehicles, and not enough on the kinds of routes that pedestrians want to make and which would benefit pedestrians. Discreet cuts could have a significant effect on walking, rather than always assessing bigger cuts and their impact on transport issues. 

The meeting closed at 9pm
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