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Southwark Living Streets - Minutes
Monthly Meeting held on 18th February 2010

Present: Alastair Hanton, Peter Wright, Jeremy Leach, Erina Rayner, Mark Mihajlovic, Clare Armstrong, Barry Mason, Judith Harries, Sam McCaffrey (Build Up), Kathy Basheva (Build Up), Pier Luigi Cavedine (Build Up), Bill Owen, Lili Dmitrovic, Lorraine Hilton, Barbara Pattinson, Lizzie Jackson, Genevieve Collier, Councillor Tim McNally, Helena Bryant.

Apologies: Bill Jackson, Shane Clarke, Councillor David Noakes, Michael Davis, Andrew Richardson, Val Beirne & Ann Warren.

The meeting started with the Southwark Living Streets AGM.

1. Chair’s Report. Alastair highlighted a number of achievements from the previous year and our links with groups such as Southwark Cyclists, Friends of Salisbury Row Park and the Bankside Urban Forest. Our aims in 2010 are to develop Green Links, campaign for lower speeds in town centres and improvements in Borough High Street. Key too is developing links with TfL.

2. Treasurer’s Report. Ann states that there has been no financial activity at all in the past year.

3. Election of Officers.  Alastair handed over the Chair to Peter Wright for the election of Chair. The sole nomination for Chair was for Alastair who was nominated by Clare Armstrong and seconded by Barry Mason. Alastair was unanimously elected as Chair.

Alastair retook the Chair and proposed Ann Warren as Treasurer. This was seconded by Lorraine Hilton. Ann was elected unanimously.

Alastair nominated Erina Rayner as Secretary. Erina’s nomination was seconded by Clare Armstrong. There were no other nominations and Erina was elected unanimously. 

The AGM was declared closed.

Monthly Meeting.

1. Peckham and Camberwell. 

The proposed area-based scheme for Camberwell did not succeed in its bid to TfL this year. Mark mentioned that he had had a meeting with English Heritage and TfL –with the aim of getting local stakeholders to talk to one another. He feels that too many people are leaving Camberwell to do their shopping and too few are visiting the town centre. Mark wants to promote visitor parking for local shops. On Butterfly Walk, the only arcade in Camberwell with parking, people do not know how to stop and park. The managers of the arcade and the car park put in a £1.60 parking charge 3 weeks before Christmas. The takings of the local supermarket have plummeted. People are not happy with the parking charges and this causes problems for Camberwell.

Local people feel that the Core Strategy is pitiful for Camberwell. The SE5 Forum hoping to encourage a web hustings debate where the candidates will need to outline the problems with Camberwell and how they would address those problems. 

SLS will help with 1) the hustings and 2) arrange after the elections a quality discussion about the local issues and how they can be addressed and 3) identify small issues that can be dealt with. Mark stressed that even small changes to the streets can involve a massive change of policy from the current mindsets that people have. There was a suggestion that the national Living Streets parking strategy that is about to be published could include the points that Mark has made.

2. London Bridge Update

The Build Up team from London Bridge was at the meeting to talk about St Thomas St. They are working on St. Thomas St east to Crucifix Lane. They are keen to work out how to make the tunnels less threatening and are producing a draft of Urban Track that will be completed by mid-April. It is just a 10 week project. Team London Bridge has £25K to do some quick wins. The London Bridge Trust wants to progress good schemes. Barry says that there are railway arches that should not be bricked up and should be used to facilitate pedestrian access to the river. 

The Build Up proposals will go to Team London Bridge and Southwark Council Officers where the ideas will be considered. 

3. Green Links. The Salisbury Row Park Streets for People features in this month’s TfL Smartmoves publication. The feasibility scheme that is being undertaken by Mouchel suggests a cost of £900,000 for the first stages of the Green Links project in East Walworth which comprise he two arms that run parallel to the OKR and the Walworth Rd. There was a meeting in the area with the car drivers at the loss of parking through the scheme. LDA who are involved in Burgess Park are proving hard to reach so we need to make sure that we can influence them in relation to the Green Fingers idea and calming Trafalgar Avenue. Barry to comment the Green Links ideas in the Rotherhithe areas. Bill Owen to comment on the Bermondsey proposals including the link towards the OKR and Tesco. 

The Green Links document is now nearly ready for dissemination. 

4. Borough High St (BHS). We had a working meeting about BHS just before the SLS meeting. We are developing a vision document for BHS to convert it from its current poor state to being a far more attractive location for pedestrians and cyclists. The following actions were agreed:

· Erina would reflect the discussion in her Vision paper.

· Barry would talk to James Sellar (of the Shard) about the project and involvement of the Project Centre.

· Erina would ask the Architecture Foundation for an introduction to a pro bono architect.

· Alan would report to the next meeting on the work of the Westminster students.

· Alastair would contact TfL and seek a meeting for Erina; Clare would arrange a meeting with Fr Ray Andrews.

· Jeremy would update Cllr Nick Stanton and Dan Taylor. 

5. Manifesto and Hustings. The idea is to ask candidates in the forthcoming elections if they would sign up to the points that are being made jointly by SLS and Southwark Cyclists. The development of the manifesto to be agreed by Lizzie and Barry The process would be handled electronically. Lili said that Mark has put together a regeneration based survey for councillor candidates in Camberwell. That is currently on the business section of the SE5 Forum web-site (http://www.se5forum.org/business/business-manifesto-for-camberwell.html). 

The online idea is for each of the 10 points that Barry and Lizzie come up with each candidate will be asked whether they accept each point. Werner from Southwark Cyclist has offered to help with this. 

Mark also suggested asking candidates and Councillors what they had done over the past 4 years to improve our streets and public places.

6. AOB

· Barry has suggested closing BHS on the last day of the London Festival of Architecture on Sunday 4th July 2010. The idea appears to have some appeal even to TfL.

· Core Strategy. Jeremy will draft a response to the Core Strategy (must be in by 5th March). He will circulate his draft to Barry, Mark, Lili, Alastair, Peter & Erina.

· Tim mentioned that he is Chair of the United St Saviour’s Charity (www.ustsc.org.uk) which is working to develop projects that tackle youth problems in the catchment area of north Southwark and Bermondsey. The remit has been expanded this year to cover SE5 and SE15. Small grants (£1,000 to £5,000) can be for any worthwhile application. Larger grants of up to 50K per year should focus on tackling youth issues. 

The next meeting is Thursday, March 18th 2010.
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