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Southwark Living Streets - Minutes
Monthly Meeting held on 21st January 2010
Present: Alastair Hanton, Peter Wright, Bill Jackson, Jeremy Leach, Erina Rayner, Val Beirne, Mark Mihajlovic, Michael Davies, Clare Armstrong, Judith Harries, Lizzie Jackson, Annie Jackson, Eeva Berglund, Councillor Tim McNally, Councillor David Noakes.
Apologies: Mark & Amy Aeron-Thomas, Andrew Richardson, Barbara Pattinson, Lorraine Hilton, Barry Mason.
1. Green Links.  Peter Wright explained where the project was at in East Walworth. He now has a number of letters of support for the Access to Nature bid. He feels that there is a discussion opening up within the East Walworth group as to whether these will be green ways or green links. Green links are fully blown walking, cycling and nature heavy links whereas green ways are more like access route. Councillor Noakes felt that owing to the high turnover of Councillors that there will be at this year’s elections, it will be important to communicate with newly elected Councillors about the green links project after the elections.

2. Borough High Street. A meeting was held with local groups on Weds 20th January and a number of ideas were generated at that meeting. These included:

· Improving one or more of the alleyways off BHS.
· Taking advantage of the anniversary of the 200th birthday of Charles Dickens.
· Creating a vision document for the improvements to BHS – Lizzie & Erina have said that they will take this on.

· Draw the prosperity of the area by the river further south and into the heart of B&B.
· Tie in any work into the B&B SPD consultation that is currently commencing.
Councillor McNally underscored the need of local people to ensure that this bigger picture for any improvements is taken into account. Councillor Noakes stressed the need to take the views of all local people into account as to what sort of area they wanted to live in.

A meeting is being arranged with Guys/Kings who own much of the property in the area. Councillors Noakes & McNally can make meetings on either 12th/15th Feb.

The idea is then to hold a meeting in early March to bring strategic players in the area together such as TfL, local Councillors, Better Bankside, Guys & BOST etc to agree issues and to work out how to put together an interest group to push this agenda forward.

3. Town Centres Campaign. The group agreed that it supported the idea of campaigning for 20mph speeds in our town centres and, in the longer term, the need to work with Southwark Council and TfL to create 20mph limits in our centres even if they sit on red routes.

4. Manifestos & Hustings. The group agreed that Alastair, Judith and Eeva would look at the possibility of organising hustings on issues relating to pedestrians and cyclists (perhaps in conjunction with Southwark Cyclists).

5. CGS. Councillor McNally stated that the Tabard St works should be completed by 25th March.

Rothsay St SE1 – plans were well developed for a “Streets for People” type approach to this important pedestrian route by Tower Bridge Rd. A CGS bid for £60K had been made to supplement the £180K that was available from s106 (developers’) contributions to bring the funds available up to the total needed of £240K.

For information, a pot of £100K has been devolved to each community council for street improvements in their area. The next decision time will be October 2010.
The next meeting is Thursday, February 18th 2009.
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