Future Peckham - The quality of the walking environment in Peckham

This is the main part of the response for the Southwark Group of Living Streets.
We feel that it is important to stress that in any redevelopment and regeneration of Peckham it is vital to tackle the quality of the streets and to increase the support for sustainable transport in the form of walking and cycling.

At present Peckham is a horror for pedestrians and cyclists and for those on foot in particular. The casualty plots for pedestrians highlight the dangers on all the main roads in the area. Of greatest concern is the east-west route through Peckham on the TfL controlled red routes. Casualties are high from Queens Rd station right through to Southampton Way. It is clear that in the course of the redevelopment of Peckham it is key that an area-based scheme is created that compels TfL to engage with the myriad of problems that their drive for the highest possible levels of through traffic has created in the area.

The borough controlled roads on the north-south routes are also highly problematic. Peckham Hill St is very dangerous for pedestrians especially on the most southerly part (where it is unfortunately technically part of the red route). Here there is a heavily used east-west pedestrian desire line, but no formal crossing, from Peckham Square to the bus stops and residential areas to the east. Rye Lane and Peckham Rye south to East Dulwich Rd also have high casualties. South of Rye Lane excessive road space allows higher speeds in spite of the large numbers who wish to cross throughout the area. Consideration should be given to removing the “dual carriageway” section and returning to two-way working south of Sternhall Lane.
More generally a number things need to change throughout these main roads. 
Firstly vehicles need to pass through Peckham’s streets more slowly. Whatever the methods used to enforce lower speeds (average speed cameras would be the most acceptable), the maximum speed on all Peckham’s roads and streets should be 20mph. To aid this process of traffic calming and reducing its domination, the one way systems need to be removed. 
Secondly pavements need to be widened and road capacity reduced especially along the red routes and most especially from the High St through to Queens Rd station. Road capacity is excessive along this stretch and only re-enforces the message to drivers that the roads are theirs to speed along as they wish. A proper and pleasant walking route needs to be created from the emerging communities around Queens Rd into the centre of the town. Road capacity is sufficient to allow protected cycle lanes throughout this section of road. Sufficient space also needs to be created to allow decent conditions for people to wait for public transport. The quality of the bus waiting areas on Peckham High Street is a disgrace with little or no space for those waiting for buses and those walking along the pavements. 
Thirdly, crossing the road needs to become easier and safer. At present the mass of guard rail and junction design only serves to underscore the fact that vehicles rule the roost in Peckham. Crossings need to be more frequent and shorter in distance.  People should be able to cross roads easily and make use of the facilities on both sides of the road.  
Finally the main roads of Peckham need to become decent places to walk along and become places that people want to shop, meet friends and pass their time in. Thus, lighting needs to be improved – white light rather than orange light should illuminate the pavement as well as the carriageway. Trees should be planted and seating installed. It is vital that walking to and around Peckham becomes a pleasant experience for the physical and economic health of the area.

Southwark Living Streets 18th May 2009

PAGE  
1

