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Southwark Living Streets - Minutes
Monthly Meeting held on 21st May 2009

Present: Bill Jackson, Ann Warren, Jeremy Leach, Eeva Berglund Peter Wright, Lorraine Hilton, Amy Aeron-Thomas.
Apologies: Councillor Tim McNally, Councillor David Noakes, Clare Armstrong, Barbara Pattinson, Ian Alderson, Judith Harries, Barry Mason.
1. Funding from TfL through the Local Implementation Plan (LIP) – bids for 2010-2011.

There is now a new system in the LIP funding from TfL that may offer much more freedom for the Boroughs. Erica Blennerhasset will come along to the next meeting. By then we will know which of our CGS bids have got through (we know that one of Judith’s bids in Nunhead has been shortlisted). Ideas that we may wish to put forward include:
· The proposed crossing improvements in East Dulwich Road (that were rejected as CGS bids). 
· Peter said that we should try to push for bids for Major Borough Roads (which have high casualty levels) as if they did not get LIP funding then there would be opportunities for s106 funding (eg for Newington Causeway).
Jeremy to send the Major Borough Roads report to all at the meeting. 

2. Southwark Road Safety Plan.

The Road Safety Plan changes have now been approved by the Southwark Council Executive. The heart of the changes are outlined below:
“To reduce the risk on our roads and improve safety the council’s aim is to become a 20mph borough.

This means that the default speed limit across the whole of Southwark will be 20mph and any roads not covered by 20mph limits will be the exception to this rule, such as red route roads. Safety on red routes is a priority, as many collisions occur on these roads and the council will continue to lobby TfL to apply principles of speed reduction on its own network. Regarding the council’s own busy roads, the aim of 20mph will remain the default position however we recognise that is some locations this will be difficult and close working with TfL and innovative approaches to street design will be required to deliver this objective.”

Ann said that there will be problems with getting people to feel that the roads are legitimately 20mph. The busy roads need to be redesigned so that they feel like they are 20mph – at the moment many roads do not feel anything like 20mph. 

Bill said that it is easy enough to get to 30mph but far harder to get to 20mph. Coming down to 20mph will require significant discipline.

Peter said that the speed camera is there on the OKR to slow vehicles down. The road goes from one lane to one lane via this 3 lane section in the middle. 
Our strategy will be to concentrate on a number of major roads where there are high levels of casualties as that will be hard for the motorist lobby to argue against reducing collisions on those roads. 

We will aim to invite Paul Kyriacou the new Executive member for Transport and Environment to a meeting in the early autumn. 

3. Update on Cleaner Greener safer bids.

Peckham & Nunhead Community Council meets to discuss CGS bids on Weds 27th May at Southwark Town Hall on Peckham Rd. 
Walworth CC meeting is Weds 10th June to discuss CGS bids in the Walworth area including the Green Links bid for East Walworth.

4. Dulwich Walking and Cycling Network.

The industry of Dulwich is education and Alastair has had the idea of a network of cycling and walking routes between the schools some of which have 1,500+ pupils. In total there are over 7,500 pupils needing to get to school in the area. The idea is to take advantage of the fact that there is a large amount of open space in Dulwich and to use that to create a network of routes through the area that are mainly off-road. We hope to be able to encourage the schools to encourage pupils to come to school by active travel means rather than by car. 
Ann felt pupils should become familiar with their neighbourhood and learning how to operate as a member of the public in the public space. Dulwich Estate owns lots of the land that the network would run through. The Dulwich Society supports this initiative and it is likely that the Dulwich Safer Routes to Schools group will too.
5. Green Links Update.

There is a clear tie up between this and the previous point about the network of green links for cycling and walking in Dulwich. There is a meeting of the Green Links group on 26th June at Mardyke Hall on Mason St SE17 at 7.30pm. At that meeting there will be discussion about getting the strategy right for the presentation of the Green Links idea to the Walworth Community Council for CGS funding. The hope is that we will get £50K from Southwark, then can get match funding from other sources. If we can get the money from the CC then that will be a big step up to realising the project. The group has the representatives of the four main groups and parks in the local areas that the project seeks to link up. 
Streets for People has now begun construction in Salisbury Row Park. Everyone likes the fact that the construction is now happening. 

6. Any other business.

· Jeremy to send round the SLS response to the Future Peckham consultation along with the minutes.

· Trees. Oliver Stutter wants to put in a joint bid in with SLS along with Better Bankside and Shane Clarke from the London BID. This group of organisations will be making some joint bids to the Mayor’s Tree Planting fund. 
· Jeremy to attach the reports on 20mph from the London School of Tropical Hygiene along with the minutes. 

Next meeting: Thursday, June 18th 2009 at 7pm at the Royal Oak pub.
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